God  s  great 
hig  Valentine 


l.ifr  i^  on*-  great  big  N'alentine 
that  (iod  has  given  you. 

Vnd  tho'  you  may  not  realize  it 
you  ha\e  given  him  one.  too. 

Tho'  (ifKi's  great  big  \alentine 
may  he  troubling  at  times 
Kvervhodv  on  this  earth 
•ivvns  (kkI's  great  hig  \alenline. 

(  ourtnev  Smith,  age!* 

Kloi'ence.  Miss, 
student  at  Mississippi 
''('hool  tor  (he  Blind  ^ 


an  ^gentine  tea.  during  thetr  wedding,  recep¬ 
tion  at  French  Camp  Baptist  Church  January  4, 1966.  Mary  Hawkins  and  Ron  Ben¬ 
nett  met  in  for  the  first  time  in  June,  198S,  during  a  mission  trip  to  Argentina. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday,  February  13.  1986 


Publislied  Stece  Itn 


ffiaptial  SprorJt 


Cupid  strikes  in  Argentina 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

Deep  maroon  candles  glowed  soft¬ 
ly  at  pS^iich  Camp  Baptist  Church  on 
January  4.  The  bride’6  dress  of  cream- 
colored  satin  had  a  long  train.  The 
bride’s  collar  had  been  crocheted  by 
her  grandmother  Lizzie  Hawkins 
before  her  death  over  50  years  ago. 
Bridesmaids  wore  varying  shades  of 
maroon  and  rose.  Their  cream  and 
dark  red  flowers  were  arranged  on 
ecru  lace  fans.  Groomsmen  vrore 
grey,  with  maroon  bow  ties  and 
cummerbunds. 

At  the  reception,  the  tnide  and 
groom  were  not  “sipping  cider 
through  a  straw,”  as  the  cM  song  goes. 
They  were  sipping  mate,  a  most 
popular  drink  in  the  land  where  they 
met.  That’s  pronounced  MAH-teh. 

“I  had  to  go  all  the  way  to  Argentina 
to  find  me  a  Mississippi  girl,”  said 
Ron  Bennett. 

The  opening  chapter  of  this  love 
story  unfolded  at  San  Martin  in  Chaco 
Province  Though  Ron,  rancher  from 
Woodville,  and  Mary  Hawkins,  school 
teacher  from  Weir,  lived  230  miles 
apart  in  Mississippi,  they  had  not  met 
until  they  went  on  a  volunteer  mission 
trip  to  another  continent.  Their  group 
of  38  in  June,  1965,  was  led  by  Dan 
Hall,  director  of  the  state’k  Church 
Music  Department. 

Of  course  they  saw  each  other  on 


the  plane  enroute,  bufthey  actually 
first  ‘^w”  each  other  on  June  12,  dur¬ 
ing  the  bus  ride  from  Posadas  to  San 
Martin  in  northern  Argentina.  Mary 
told  Ron  she  was  a  first  grade  teacher 
in  Long  Creek  School  at  Sallis,  and 
pianist  and  children’s  choir  leader  at 
French  Camp  Baptist  Church.  She 
found  out  that  he  had  taught  teenage 
boys  in  Sunday  School  at  Woodville 
Baptist  Church,  that  he  works  at  the 
Iblbert  Surveying  Company  in  Wood¬ 
ville  and  raises  quarter  horses  over 
the  line  in  Louisiana  near  Spilman. 

He  was  bom  in  Arkansas,  son  of  C. 
B.  and  Thelma  Bennett,  but  grew  up 
at  Chatham  near  Greenville,  Miss., 
with  two  brothers  and  three  sisters. 
He  had  studied  agriculture  at 
Mississippi  State  This  was  his  first 
mission  trip;  he’d  been  wanting  to 
undertake  such  a  venture  since  he’d 
heard  an  agricultural  missionary  to 
Brazil  speak  at  the  Woodville  Church. 

A  graduate  of  Mississippi  College, 
Mary  had  previously  been  on  mission 
trips  to  Haiti  and  to  Pennsylvania. 

The  bus  ride  happened  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  By  Saturday,  Ron  ranembers,  be 
kn^  he  wanted  to  marry  Mary.  By 
Monday  he  was  talking  about  “what 
we  are  going  to  do  when  we  get  mar¬ 
ried.” 

Bob  Rogers,  pastof  of  Calhoun 
Church  at  Hot  Cirffee,  who  was  on  the 


trip,  reports,  “By  the  time  the  first 
w^  was  over,  Ron  and  Mary  jrare 
Jiolding  hands  and  spending  all  th^ir 
"ratra  time  together.” 

San  Martin 

Ihams  working  in  and  around  San 
Martin  stayed  the  first  week  at  the 
Hotel  Sandra.  With  insulation  non¬ 
existent,  practically  any  conversation 
could  be  heard  all  over  the  hotel,  Ron 
and  Mary  recall.  And  “you  could  get 
your  pants  washed,  starched,  and 
ironed  there  for  ten  cents.” 

Ehiring  the  first  week  Mary  and  bar 
uncle,  Eugene  Dobbs,  pastor  of  First 
Chur^  Philadelphia,  and  his  wife, 
Betty,  soared  at  Seven  IVees,  a  Ibba 
Indian  church,  12  miles  from  town. 
Mary  played  the  autoharp  during  the 
revival,  as  Missionary  Mel  Plimk  and 
X  Betty  Dobbs  led  the  singing.  Dobbs 
preached  in  English;  Plunk 
translated  into  Spanish;  Senor  Mar¬ 
tinez,  lay  leader,  translated  from 
Spanish  to  the  Ibba  language 

These  rural  Indians  live  in  direst 
poverty,  the  Mississippiain  discov¬ 
ered.  Their  floors  are  of  diii,  and  the 
walls  of  their  houses  are  made  of 
stidu  held  fogether  with  mud. 

The  Tbbas  would  come  to  dMirch  in 
carts  and  vnide  through  the  water 
standing  outside  the  building.  When 
the  mud  dried,  dust  would  form.  “No 


matter  what  you  wore  it  would  be' 
charcoal  grey  at  the  end  of  the  day,” 
Mary  remembers. 

Ron  wm-ked  with  a  team  in  the  town 
of  San  Martin,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Barrie  Darris  Bingham  preached, 
Benny  Still,  music  minister  at  Wood¬ 
ville  led  the  singing,  and  Leon  White 
missionary,  interpreted. 

“People  in  town  were  even  worse  off 
than  the  ones  in  the  country,”  he 
recalls.  “They  had  no  ’gan^  or 
chidcens.  Many  are  beggars,  for  they 
have  no  jobs.  Many  others  do  basket 
weaving,  or  make  black  clay  dishes.” 

But  the  teams  remember  the  un¬ 
forgettable  spiritual  blessings  that 
came  during  the  crusades. 

Through  these  meetings  and  team 
visits  to  homes  and  the  prayers  that 
had  preceded  them  came  many  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith.  (The  Ibbas  at  Seven 
Trees  were  a  bit  sfay  and  did  not  want 
to  come  down  front  at  the  invitation, 
Mary  said.  But  lata*  they  might  say, 
‘*Ibll  the  preacher  I  made  a  decision 
this  morning.") 

Then  for  the  second  week’s 
meetings,  Ron  end  Mary  had  to  face 
separation.  He  went  to  ESdoradQ^  with 
Lm  White  as  interpreter,  and  she  to 
Obera,  where  Da^  and  Barbara 
Vick,  missionaries,  did  the 
interpreting. 

Back  Ml  Mississippi 

On  the  way  home,  they  sat  together 


on  the  plane,  from  Buenos  Aires  to  Rio 
and  from  Rio  to  Jackson.  They  got 
home  on  a  Wednesday— and  he  went 
to  see  her  on  the  next  Saturday. 
Though  he  had  never  formally  propos¬ 
ed,  she  had  told  him  he  must  ask  her 
dad’s  permission  to  marry  her.  lb  that 
question,  Belma  Hawkins  replied, 
“Well,  I  guess  you  are  old  enoi^  to 
know  what  you  are  doing.” 

In  the  January  1 1966,  wedding,  Roy 
Hawkins  performed  the  ceremony.  He 
is  the  bride’s  brother  and  is  pastor  of 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Cblumbus. 
He  was  assi^ed  by  Eugene  Dobbs  and 
by  a  friend  of  the  groom,  Alvin 
Bedgood.  Benny  Still  sang,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife,  Wina,  on  the  piano 
Peggy  Shelley  was  the  maid  of  honor 
and  Rebecca  Stevens  bridesmaid. 
Jenny  Hawkins  was  junior  brides¬ 
maid.  Jody  Hawkins  ushered  in  the 
brideb  mother;  fris  Hawkins.  The  best 
man  was  Richard  Iblbert. 
Groomsmen  included  Bill  Bennett 
and  Joe  Kenwright. 

Now  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Bennett  are 
at  home  on  a  horse  form  in  Louisiana 
and  go  to  church  at  Woodville,  where 
he  is  Brotherhood  director.  He  owns 
a  45-foot  braided  rawhide  rope  be 
bought  for  $16.00  in  South  America;  it 
wouM  have  cost  four  times  as  much 
here.  And  they  stir  their  cofliM  with 
spoons  from  Argentina,  a  country 
that— for  obvious  reasons— is  special 
to  them. 


Seminaries,  colleges,  and  schools 


Baptist  Seminaries,  Colleges,  and  who  are  their  administrators.  Mississippi  Baptists  mw  are  engag- 

Schools  Day  is  an  annual  occurance  Southern  Baptists  own  six  ed  in  an  effort  to  significantly  upgrade 
among  Southern  Baptists,  and  it  is  to  seminaries,  and  the  state  conventions  the  endowment  programs  for  each  of 
be  observed  this  year  on  Feb.  16.  own  63  colleges  and  schools.  These  are  these  educational  institutions  as  well 
Southern  Baptists  are  to  a  great  ex-  scattered  from  coast  to  coast.  In  ad-  as  the  child  care  facility.  The  dedica- 
tent  what  they  have  been  made(  to  bfe,  dition,  there  is  a  Bible  school  for  black  tion  of  those  who  serve  these  institu- 
by  their  institutions  of  higher  learn-  students  in  Nashville.  tions  should  lead  us  to  support  them 

ing.  This  particular  observance  is  Mississippi  has  three  of  these  col-  financiaUy  and  prayerfully  during  the 
aimed  at  calling  attention  to  the  ser-  leges  located  on  several  campuses,  years  before  us  as  they  will  continue 
vice  that  is  performed  for  us  all  by  •Itach  has  a  long  and  illustrious  to  render  valuable  service  to  the 
these  institutions  and  the  men  and  history.  Their  days  of  responsible  ser-  Kingdom  of  God  through  service  to 
women  who  teach  in  them  and  those  vice  still  stretch  far  ahead  of  them.  Mississippi  Baptists. 


Pray  for  revival 


Prayer  for  the  Good  News  America,  providing  revivals  and  mentioned  that  comes,  not  organize  before  the  power 
God  Loves  You  simultaneous  revivals  we  are  living  in  the  glow  of  the  Wesley-  comes.”  He  said  that  what  God  wants 
in  Mississippi  in  April  was  the  over-  Whitfield  revivals  even  to  this  time,  to  do  has  nothing  to  do  with  personal 
arching  theme  of  the  1986  Mississip-  Drummond  said  God  uses  people  of  reputation. 

pi  Baptist  Evangelism/Bible  Con-  purpose,  purity,  and  proclamation.  He  Guy  Henderson,  director  of  the 
ference  last  week  at  Alta  Woods  also  noted  that  he  uses  people  of  pas-  Evangelism  Department,  said 
Church  in  Jackson.  The  revivals  will  sion.  “God  will  give  you  what  you  real-  repeatedly  as  he  was  presiding  dur- 
be  held  in  Southern  Baptist  churches  ly  want,”  he  said.  “If  you  say,  T’ll  have  ing  some  of  the  sessions  that  prayer 
all  across  the  nation  this  spring.  In  revival  or  HI  die,’  you’ll  get  it,”  he  would  be  the  only  answer  for  suc- 
Mississippi  they  will  be  held  in  April  added.  cessful  revivals  in  the  spring.  And 

6  to  13  in  the  south  and  April  20  to  27  In  saying  God  uses  people  of  prayer,  each  of  the  11  small  group  conferences 
in  the  north.  Drummond  declared  that  “we’ll  have  was  built  around  some  aspect  of  good 

„  _  _ _ „r  revival  when  we  get  on  our  knees  and  news. 

F  allium /RihL  rnnforpnpp  thprp  before.”  The  time  for  the  simultaneous 

were^  calls  to  prayer  for  the  Perry  Sanders,  pastor  of  First  revivals  is  notiong  off.  Prayer  will  in- 
sunultaneous  revivals.  Ll  on  the  last  I^fayette,  La.,  ^d  we  need .  d^  be  the  ^"^al  ingre^ent  if 

night  Fred  Selby,  pastor  of  Main  ^  '  ' 

StLt  Church.  Hatti^.^,  delivered  s^te  Christ.  the^U^^  Chnst,  lustrat^  has  b^n  given  in  t^  col- 
testimonv  on  “Mv  Church  and  commanding  Christ,  and  the  con-  umns  before,  but  the  greatest  revival 

^  ^  quering  Christ.  “Back  of  every  com-  in  which  I  was  ever  involved  came  as  leader  for  the  church,  I  was  not  on  the  It  was  during  the  Midland  revival 

mand  he  issues,”  Sanders  said,  the  result  of  cottage  prayer  meetings  revival  team.  Carlos  Gruber  of  that  my  friend,  Dorman  Lane,  made 

During  one  of  his  messages  at  the  “Christ  places  his  divine  om-  every  night  for  a  month  preceding  the  Nacogdoches  was  the  song  leader  for  his  profession  of  faith.  A  few  years 

conference,  Lewis  Drummond,  pro-  nipotence.”  '  revival.  It  was  a  small  church  in  the  revival.  It  was  during  this  revival  later,  when  I  was  associate  editor  of 

lessor  of  evangelism  at  Southern  Joel  Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis  Midland,  Texas,  for  only  about  200  that  I  made  my  decision  for  special  the  Baptist  Standard  in  lexas,  his  wife 

Seminary,  told  those  attending  the  Avenue  diurch.  Fort  Worth,  declared  members  when  the  revival  began,  service  It  was  a  great  reunion  when  called  me  to  tell  me  of  his  death  and 

conference  that  “we  will  have  revival  that  “we  must  be  indicators  of  what  After  one  week,  which  was  the  I  ran  across  Carlos  Gruber  last  April  to  express  appreciation  for  my  in- 

or  we  will  not  survive.”  He  said  “You  the  Holy  Spirit  is  doing  and  not  try  to  scheduled  time,  the  membership  had  in  the  airport  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  as  we  fluence  in  his  decision, 

are  not  going  to  schedule  a  revival,  be  manipulators  of  what  the  Holy  doubled;  and  we  went  on  for  another  were  on  our  way  home  from  simul-  It  was  all  accomplished  by  a  month 

'That  is  underthe  sovereignty  of  God.”  Spirit  is  doing.”  He  added,  “Jesus  said  week.  taneous  revivals  in  Uruguay  and  of  cottage  prayer  meetings  preceding 

He  added  that  God  does.use  people  in  to  agonize  until  the  power  of  God  'Though  I  was  the  volunteer  song  Argentina.  the  revival. 
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Guest  opinion 


A  responsibility  for  leadership 


By  Arthw  L.  Walker  Jr. 

_  • 

By  the  beginning  of  the  21st  Cen-  'These  schools  are  supported  in  part  people  who  will  become  the  Christian  stitutions  have  oppottunities  for  con- 
tury,  current  college-age  students  and  by  Cooperative  Program  giving  of  leaders  of  tomorrow.  tact  with  denominational  leaders  as 

recent  college  graduates  will  be  Southern  Baptists.  'These  schools.  Concern  for  Christian  truth  can  also  well  as  experiencing  opportunities  for 
assuming  leadership  roles  in  all  however,  need  more  than  just  influence  society  in  significant  ways,  personal  experiences  with  volunteer 
segments  of  society.  monetary  support.  'They  need  Baptist  particularly  if  leadership  qualities  are  missions  efforts. 

Shaping  these  leaders  is  a  major  1“*^  laypersons  who  will  transinitt^  to  those  who  help  shape  Southern  Baptist  schools  are  in  a 
concern  of  Southern  Baptist  educa-  recommend  potential  students  and  Christian  influences.  world  where  adequate  numbers  of 

tional  insUtuUons  which^  respon-  encourage  them  to  attend  This  means  Baptist  colleges  and  outstanding  educational  institutions 

sibilitv  for  more  than  the  transmis-  Baptist  insUtutions.  scho(^  have  a  particular  responsibili-  exist.  The  Southern  Baptist  schools 

SSL  2  iSoZTic^^  Baptist  schools  are  the  instituUohs  ^  ^  exist  because  there  is  a  needed  addi- 

_  .  better  equipped  to  train  tomorrow’s  duce  individuals  who  have  tional  element  in  educaUon  which 

Education  and  a  means  of  pro-  leaders  in  both  denominaUonal  and  charactensUcs  of  effective  leadership  says  there  are  commitments  and  pur- 
viding  leaders  were  primary  reasons  Contrary  to  some  beliefs,  '^*“‘^**  include  a  sense  of  signiFicance,  poses  which  go  beyond  simply  know- 

for  forming  denominational  struc-  Baptist  schools  are  not  just  for  those  competence,  community,  and  ing  the  right  information  in  the  right 

interested  in  church-related  vo-  ^  m  i  i 

there  are  63  umversities,  colleges,  Bi-  There  is  little  doubt  but  that  Perhaps  this  additional  reason  for 

ble  schools,  and  academies  sponsored  Southern  Baptist  higher  education  being  is  also  the  same  reason  Baptist 

by  various  Baptist  state  conventions.  Baptist  colleges  and  universities  can  make  its  contributions  to  these  schools  have  made  an  unusually 
'The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  believe  it  is  equally  important  to  train  characteristics  of  effective  leader-  significant  contribution  in  the  train- 
sponsors  six  theological  seminaries  Christian  doctors,  nurses,  lawyers,  ship.  Our  purpose  for  existence  ing  gf  leaders  in  the  past  and  will  con- 
and  co-sponsors  the  American  Baptist  business  professionals,  journalists,  centers  around  these  same  concerns,  bnue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

College  of  the  American  -Baptist  and  leadm  in  other  professions.  Baptist  schools  also  provide  the 

'Theological  Seminary,  a  pred^i-  Because  they  do  not  seek  training  for  place  where  students  can  receive  the  Arthur  Walker  Is  executive  director 
nantly  black  school  in  Nashville,  a  church-related  vocation  does  not  additional  information  they  need  to  be  of  the  Educatteu  Commistioa  of  the 
'Denn.,  with  the  National  Baptist  Con-  mean  they  will  not  play  an  important  good  laypersons  in  local  churches.  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
vention,  U.S.A.,  Inc.  role  in  the  future  of  society.  It  is  these  Students  at  Baptist  educational  in-  Nashville.  Tens. 


The  Baptist  Racnrd  is  a  member  o(  the 
Southern  Baptist  Pram  Asaeciatioa. 
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Test  Spirit,  indicate  it, 
never  manipulate  it 


Take  it  to  the  streets 

Korean  Baptist  pastor  Ha  Sung  Yong  (left)  isn't  content  to  stay  inside  his  church 
preaching.  He  takes  the  gospel  to  the  stretets.  Here  he  shares  the  plan  of  salvation 
with  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Pusan,  on  the  southern  coast  of  South  Korea.  (FMB) 
PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 

Missionary  Jack  Hancox 
returns  to  work  in  Haiti 


Port  Au  Prince  Haiti  (BP)— 
Southern  Baptist  Missionary  Jack 
Hancox  returned  to  work  Feb.  iO  along 
with  most  oi  the  residents  of  Port  Au 
4^ince  as  the  Haitian  capital  was 
reported  relatively  calm. 

*i'm  still,  hearing  gunfire  this 
morning,"  said  Missionar\  Doris  Han¬ 
cox  by  telephone  Feb.  10.  Hut  she  said 
the  violence  appeared  to  be  scattered 
encounters  between  military  forces 
and  vestiges  of  the  Tbntons  Macoutes, 
the  militia  w’hich  supported  former 
President  for  Life  Jean-Claude 
Duvalier.  Duvalier  fled  the  country 
Feb.  7. 

Businesses  were  reopening  around 
the  city.  Mrs.  Hancox  reported,  with 
the  exception  of  enterprises 
associated  with  the  Duvalier  regimf 
or  the  Tontons,  many  of  whose 
businesses  were  sacked  or  burned 
during  the  weekend.  Otherwise, 


looting  and  destruction  apjieared  to 
have  subsided. 

Schools  still  have  not  ix*oj)ened,  and 
the  new  ruling  council  has  not  an¬ 
nounced  an  opening  date,  she  said.  .An 
afternoon  an(i  evening  curfew  remain¬ 
ed  in  effect. 

“We've  heard  from  several  of  the 
churches  in  the  outj^'ing  areas  and  a 
lot  of  their  warehouses  have  been  van¬ 
dalized  and  the  food  has  been  taken. 
But  so  far  as  we  know,  the  people  are 
okay,"  the  missionary  said.  She  add¬ 
ed  that  information  from  outside  the 
capital  was  still  sketchy.  Traffic  be¬ 
tween  some  towns  and  the  capital  has 
resumed,  however. 

Southern  Baptist  volunteers  Dan 
and  Freddie  Peters  still  planned  to  fly 
to  the  United  States  Feb.  11  with  their 
two  teenaged  daughters,  if  the  airport 
in  Port  Au  Prince  was  opened. 


Education  Commission 
wants  aid  expanded 


By  Tim 

Following  a  closed  door  session  on 
Feb.  6,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Educa¬ 
tion  Commission  met  in  open  session 
on  Feb.  7.  It  voted  to  ask  for  a  doubl¬ 
ing  of  ministerial  education  funding 
and  to  ask  the  Board  of  Ministerial 
Education  to  begin  expanding  its 
policies  to  allow  church-related  voca¬ 
tion  students  other  than  pastoral  to 
receive  funding.  ^ 

Hardy  Denham,  president  of  me 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education, 
which  administers  funds  for 
ministerial  students,  reported  that 
since  1982,  the  Mississippi  Religious 
‘  Education  Association  had  been  ask¬ 
ing  for  an  expansion  of  the  funding 
rules  which  only  allow  for  gifts  to 
students  planning  for  pastoral 
ministries.  That  amounts -to  about  $56 
per  month,  according  to  present 
funding  rates.  Denham  was  planning 
to  dialogue  with  the  MBREA  at  its  up¬ 
coming  annual  meeting  in  Biloxi  Feb. 
20-22. 

Denham  said  the  two  prohibitions 
against  expanding  were  the  tradi¬ 
tional  interpretation  of  the  constitu- 


Nicholas  . 

tion  that  only  preaching  ministers  are 
included,  and  that  the  financial 
limitations  with  the  present  funding 
base  precludes  substantial  increases 
in  numbers  of  students  helped. 

Denham  said  that  his  board  believ¬ 
ed  that  a  much  broader  interfH^tation 
of  “ministers”  could  be  adopted. 
However,  the  convention’s  constitution 
specifies  only  ordained  or  licensed 
persons  may  participate. 

Concerning  the  religious  educators 
and  other  non-pastoral  ministers,  “we 
now  feel  these  people  are  right  —  it  is 
an.  issue  to  be  addressed.” 

He  said,  though,  that  if  the  door  to 
financial  aid  is  opened  to  all  students 
in  Baptist  colleges  seeking  church- 
related  vocations,  the  amount  of  the 
monthly  gifts' would  likely  drop  to 
$15-20  per  student. 

Ray  Lloyd,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Starkville,  an^  chair  of  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  df  the  Education  Commission  on 
ministerial  education  funding,  said 
his  committee  had  met  with  the  flnan- 
(Contihued  on  page  4) 


The  two  closing  speakers  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism-Bibie 
Conference  last  week  discussed  mat¬ 
ters  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Carl  Bates  sug¬ 
gested  now  is  a  time  for  Baptists  “to 
begin  testing  the  spirit.”  Joel  Gregory 
n<Hed  that  Baptists  must  be  careful  to 
J)e  "indicators  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  not 
manipulators  of  it. 

The  closing  session  crowd  at  Alta 
Woods  Church,  Jackson,  numbered 
just  under  400.  a  drop  from  the 
previous  day’s  high  of  over  600.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  fiw  session  conference,  the  au¬ 
dience,  composed  primarily  of 
ministers,  heard  seven  principal 
speakers,  including  Bates,  who  is  a 
professor  at  Southern  Seminary,  and 
Gregory,  who  is  pastor  of  Travis  Ave. 
Church,  Fort  Worth.  Landrum 
Leavell,  president  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  substituted  for  Gregory 
during  one  of  his  two  scheduled  talks 
because  Gregory  had  scheduled 
himself  to  be  m  two  places  at  once. 
Other  platforui  speakers  were  Lewis 
Drummond,  also  a  professor  at 
Southern  Seminary ;  Perry  Sanders, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Lafayette,  La. ; 
Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  and  David 
Ring,  evangelist  from  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

Bates  said  that  in  testing  the  spirit. 
Baptists  must  be  careful  to  decide 
which  of  these  spirits  are  working 
through  people;  human,  holy,  or 


By  Tim  .Nicholas 

Satanic.  He  noted  that  “strange  things 
are  happening  in  Baptist  churches”  - 
citing  practices  usually  associated 
with  Pentecostalism.  “You  had  better 
be  careful  about  the  spirit  that  comes 
to  worship.”  he  warned. 

Bates  said  that  in  testing  the  spirit, 
the  practices  of  the  lower  nature  are 
clear  enough,  quoting  from  Galatians 
5:19-21  and  that  the  next  several 
verses  denote  the  "product"  of  the 
spirit  of  God  which  brings  in  agape, 
the  kind  of  love  that  God  produces. 

Gregory  cited  the  disciples  after 
Jesus'  death  w  ho  had  been  told  to  wait 
till  the  power  of  God  came.  Instead  t)f 
just  waiting,  Gregory  said  they  spent 
time  choosing  a  new  12th  disciple. 
Jesus  had  told  them  to  “agonize,  not 
organize,”  said  Gregory.  Gregory  felt 
the  disciples  were  trying  to 
manipulate  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  simp¬ 
ly  indicate  which  way  the  wind  was 
blowing. 

Perhaps  the  high  point  of  the  con¬ 
ference  came  when  David  Ring  spoke. 
He  was  a  last  minute  substitute  for 
Iris  Urrey,  who  cancelled  to  travel 
overseas.  A  victim  of  cerebral  palsy. 
Ring  only  seemed  to  have  a  speech 
impediment  for  the  first  few  minutes 
of  his  talk.  “I  can’t  even  say  ‘Jesus’ 
plain.”  he  said. 

But  Ring’s  inability  to  articulate 
smoothly  or  walk  with  an  even  step 
does'  not  interfere  with  his  ability  to 


communicate  how  God  has  interven¬ 
ed  in  his  life.  “I’m  not  going  to  let 
some  dumb  stupid  handicap  slow  me 
down  from  bragging  on  Jesus,”  he 
said.  “Why  are  you  whining,”  he  said  to 
the  crowd  at  the  conference.  “Don’t 
whine,  but  shout  for  Jesus.  God’s  been 
good  to  you.  hasn’t  he?” 

Ring  recalled  how  both  parents  died 
of  cancer  while  he  was  growing  up.  He 
said  he  still  missed  and  would  be  a 
:mama’s  boy’  until  the  day  he  dies.  He 
said  he  wanted  to  die  and  everyone 
gave  up  on  him  as  he  asked,  except  one 
sister.  He  went  to  church  “just  to  get 
her  off  his  back”  and  on  .April  17, 1970. 
Jesus  came  into  his  life  during  that 
ser\’ice  and  he  decided  he  wanted  to 
“be  somebody.”  Later  he  was  called 
to  preach,  called  into  full  time 
evangelism  and  spoke  in  70  churches 
last  year. 

“God  could  heal  me  just  like  that,” 
Ring  said,  snapping  his  fingers,  “but 
if  he  won’t,  hallelujah  anyway.” 

On  the  topic  of  healing.  Perry 
Sanders  told  of  his  son’s  hobby- 
collecting  the  impedimenta  of  religious 
charlatans.  Sanders  said  his  son  had 
a  shower  cap  with  a  hand’s  imprint  on 
top.  The  religious  communicator,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Sanders,  said  that  when  the 
sick  person  wears  the  cap,  it  will  be 
“jtist  like  you  came  here  God  will  heal 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


Vocalist  Beverly  Terrell  of  Dallas  sings  before  participants  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelilsm/Bible  Conference  at  ANa 
Woods  Church.  Jackson. 


No  Clarke  report 


pag£’4  KAi^tisr  record 


Executive  Committee  votes 
budget  matters,  notes  policy 


Education  Commission 
asks  aid  expansion 


(ConUnued  from  page  3)  budget  allocations  to  the  Board  of  Board’s  Executive  Committee 

cial  aid  officers  of  the  three  Baptist  Ministerial  Eklucation  in  order  to  ade-  during  the  first  ses- 

colleges.  He  said  that  some  quately  fund  the  increased  respon-  ^  Evangelism-Bible  Con- 
ministerial  students  are  graduating  sibilities  of  all  church-related  voca-  Woods  Church  in 

owing  as  high  as  $10,000.  ‘This  was  tion  students.”  Jackson  voted  a  schedule  for  con- 

literaUy  dumbfounding  to  me.”  he  The  two  year  leeway  on  establis^  stnicUon  of  a  Baptist  student  center 

said.  Others  on  the  commission  noted  the  new  allocation  puicy  would  allow  University  of  Mississippi 

that  non-ministerial  students  often  for  possible  consUtuUonal  changes  to  declined  to  support  emplqyment  o^il 
finish  with  efjual  debts.  Uoyd  said  drop  the  licensed  or  ordained  associateBaptistStudentuniondirec- 
that  most  ministerial  stodents  do  not  requirement.  tor  at  the  junior  college  level,  and  ap- 

go  on  to  good  paying  jobs,  but  instead  Hardy  Denham  said  he  would  take  ^  number  of  special  budget 

continue  their  education  at  seminary  the  recommendation  to  his  board  for  , 

or  go  to  small  pastorates  where  the  consideration.  ..i...  .1.  r  ■ 

pay  is  often  low.  In  another  matter,  the  Commission  AddiUonally,  no  formal 

Lloyd  produced  a  survey  of  other  responded  to  a  request  from  the  from  to  ^u^Uon  Commis- 

Baptist  colleges  around  the  country  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  future  status  of 

which  showed  that  Mississipin  aids  its  concerning  funding  of  Clarke  Cirflege  ClaJte  Cdkge  sep^te  story  <m 
ministerial  students  less  than  other  Former  Clarke  President  Lowrey  ^  ConmiMio^  meeting).  TOe 
states.  Some  even  offer  reduced  Compere  had  asked  the  MBCB  in  coovrotion  board  l^t  NovembCT  had 
tuition.  November  to  freeze  present  levels  of  ^  the  Conxion  to  rep^  to  the 

The  Commission  adopted  the  funding  of  the  Baptist  colleges  asking  Committee  by  the 

r^cixnmendation  of  the  suboommittee  for  a  restudy  by  the  Elducation  Com-  February  meeting, 
unanimously.  The  text  of  the  report  is  mission  of  the  merger  of  Clarke  Col-  EJddie  Hamilton,  board  president, 
as  follows.  lege  with  Mississippi  College  A  por-  told  the  Executivp  Committee  that  he 

“Iliat  the  Elducation  Commission  of  tion  of  administrative  funding  of  and  a  few  others  had  met  with 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Clarke  is  being  divided  by  the  other  Missisuppi  College  President  Lewis 
join  with  the  Board  of  Ministerial  three  schools  on  a  schedule  which  NoWes  with  the  recommendation  that 
Eklucation  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  would  entirely  de-fund  Clarke  by  1991.  the  Executive  Committee  let  the 
Convention  in  requesting  the  Budget  According  to  the  earlier  mer^,  voted  merger  plan  of  MC  and  Clarke  to  iMt>- 
and  Cooperative  Program  Promotion  by  the  convention  in  1980,  Mississippi  ceed  on  schedule. 

Cdtiunittee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  College  trustees  are  fully  responsible  Nobles  later  told  the  Baptist  Record 
Convention  Board  to  increase  the  for  administration  of  the  .Clarke  that  the  accreditation  study  of  Clarke 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education’s  campus.  College  which  is  going  on  now  is  an 

allocation  in  the  1967  budget  of  the  The  Education  Commission,  important  part  of  any  decision- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  from  responding  to  the  Board’s  request,  making  concerning  Clarke. 

^  the  current  $92,500  to  $185,000  to  be  voted  to  interpret  its  involvement  in  .  j  .  .  i 

distributed  by  the  Board  of  the  dispute  as  concerned  only  with  the  TJ** 

Ministerial  Eklucation  using  its  alloca-  implementation  of  the  funding  for-  parjs.  First  is  Uiesefi-studj^bemg  l^ 
tion  policies.  mula.  Commission  members  ^JamesR^  Of ^  Clarke  fa^tj^ 

“And  that  the  Board  of  Ministerial  unanimously  voted  for  the  formula  to  Then>  sometime  dimng  the  19^6-87 
Education  be  urged  to  establish  remain  “operative  and  unchanged.”  school  y^r,  the  i^ioral  accrediting 
within  the  next  two  years  a  new  The  commission  voted  to  meet  May  ito  on  campus 

.  allocation  policy  that  will  include  all  15  in  Jackson  in  a  private  session  with  sti^y.  When  titet  *s  j 
qualified  students  preparing  for  Arthur  Walker  of  the  SBC  Eklucation  cording  to  Nobles,  That  would  pve 
church-related  vocations.  Commission  to  discuss  “respon-  outside  group  knwledgeaWe  in 

‘‘And  that  the  Budget  and  sibiljties,  limitations,  and  authority”  area  that  give  us  a  report 
Cooperative  Program  Promotion  of  the  commission.  wlvch  would  be  devoid  of  any  biases. 

Committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  The  next  public  meeting  of  the  com-  He  added  that  this  would  “provide 
Convention  Board  include  further  mission  will  be  June  19-20  at  William  a  basb  for  any  future  action”  that  the 
substantial  increases  in  subsequent  Carey  CoUege  on  the  coast. :  Mississippi  College  trustees,  the 


Birthright 


PREGNANCY  COUNSELING  AGENCY 
A  free  service  to  women  and  their  pre-born 
children  offering  an  alternative  to  abortion. 
Orientation  Workshop  Feb.  22  for  part-time 
volunteers  —  P.  O.  Box  10694,  Jackson,  MS 
39209.  Call  373-5391  or  372-4890. 


'There  is  immediate  need  for  mature,  Christian  adults,  ages 
30  to  60  years,  to  save  as  HOUSEPARENTS  on  our  residential 
child  care  staff.  Applicants  must  be  in  good  physical  and 
emotional  health,*prqpared  to  accept  24-honr  per  day 
residential  assignment  with  children.  Single  ladies  and 
hnsband/wife  teams  will  be  considered. 


Editorial  .  .  . 

Pari-mutuel  bill  dies 


Evidently  the  issue  of  pari-mutuel  vetoed  it,  so  it  will  go  into  effect.  The 
gambling  in  Mississippi  is  dead  again  problem  is  that  it  will  allow  for  local 
in  Mississippi.  The  deadline  for  the  option,  which  likely  will  have  a 
bill  coming  out  of  committee  has  tendency  to  create  unfair  competition 
passed,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  it.  It  .unless  all  areas  choose  to  ignore  the 
was  HB  75  and  was  prefiled  by  Rep.  situation. 

Ralph  Doxey  of  Holly  Springs.  As  stated  before,  however.  Baptists 

HB  350,  filed  by  Rep.  Dick  Hall  of  hoW  the  key  to  stores  being  open  on 
Jackson  also  seems  to  have  died.  It  Sunday.  The  ones  that  we  don  t  want 
would  have  provided  tuition  tax  open,  the  ones  we  stay  out  of,  will  be 
vouchers  from  public  funds  for  closed. 

students  in  private  institutions.  reason  for  using  iffy  language 

A  bill  in  the  Senate,  SB  2106,  filed  by  di«cu^ing  these  tolls  is  that  it  was 
Sen.  George  P.  Smith  of  HarrisSi  ‘^Possible  to  get  definite  word  on 
County,  m^t  have  died.  It  would  have 

allowed  for  the  advertisina  of  deadline  had  just  passed,  and  records 

Solicb^erag^  offices  were  swamped.  These  bills 

aiconoiic  oeverages.  ,  mit 


No  previous  •xperiwice  raquirwl— we  wW  froM 
Adequoto  cosk  sdory;  room  and  board  fvmisliod 
ExcoRont  imuroKO  ond  retiromont  program 
'Inforoitiiii  opportuoity  for  Vocolieod  ChristiaH 
service 


For  Airther  details  contact: 

J.  Wallace  Lee  —  Henry  M.  Glaze 
Paul  N.  Nunnery 
922-2242 

Tha  Baptist  Childran's  Village 
Box  11308 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39213 


SBC  asks  dismissal 
of  U.S.  court  suit 


By  Dan  Martin  pj^  interested  in  various  phases  of 

ATLANTA  (BP)— Citing  the  First  ceming  the  election  of  the  Conunittee  Rve  other  laypersons— frtMn  Ttexas,  televis^  production. 

Amendment  to  the  United  States  Con-  on  Boards,  C^<mimissions  and  Stand-  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Louisiana  Ckwland  meeUng  will  be  Fro. 

stitution,  the  Southern  Baptist  Cm-  ing  Committees,  which  nominates  and  Kentucky— filed  a  parallel  suit  in  First  Churm,  Cleveland; 

vention  has  asked  dismissal  of  a  trustees,  for  the  20  national  SBC  Georgia  state  court  Jan.  23;  seeking  Jackson  — Feb.  25^  Cali^On^; 

federal  court  lawsuit  against  the  na-  agencies.  a  ‘declaratory  judgment  as  to  the  pro-  ^  a  irvL  ^  h  ^ 

tion’s  largest  non-Catholic  denomi-  Robert  S.  Crowder  and  his  wife,  per  interpretation  of  the  procedural  Cnurcn.  Gulfport.  All  three  will  be 

nation.  JiOia,  and  Henry  ,C.  Cdoper  claim  bylaws”  of  the  SBC  and  an  injunciion  from  7-9:30  p.m. 

rwi-  r-ij-  1.IIOTX1  •*  their  rights  were  violated  when  SB<5  to  prevent  “the  defendants  from  fur-  Billy  Lytal  of  the  c^mumcations 

The  motio^  fuM  in  the  UB.  De^ct  president  C3iarles  F.  Stanley  of  Atlan-  ther  violations  of  these  bylaws.”  department  of  Mississi[^  College  will 

Court  for  tl»  NorthernDistnct  of  ta  made ‘Erroneous  rulings”  when  he  The  motion  to  dismiss  the  federal  Tyj  | 

^'***^*  declared  out  of  order  attempts  to  suit  was  filed  by  James  P.  Guenther 

amend  the  report  of  the  1985  SBC  of  the  Nashville,  Ttenn.,  law  firm  of  ^ 
a  suit  filed  Dec.  5  by  a  Birmingtem,  on  Cmnmittees,  which  Guenther  and  Jordan,  and  former  U.&  *“  •  _ 

couple  and  a  Windsor,  Ma,  jggs  Cmnmittee  on  Attorney  General  Griffin  Bell  of  the  3,S  3.SSOd.3.t0 

layman.  Boards.  Atlanta  law  firm  of  King  and 

The  suit— and  a  parallel  one  in  In  January,  the  Crowders  and  Spaulding.  Emmett  Wade  is  the  new  associate 

Fulton  County  (Ga.)  Superior  (hooper  were  joined  in  the  suit  by  In  the  motion,  the  attorneys  argue  in  the  Northwest  Baptist  Association, 
Ckiurt— revolves  around  events  at  the  retired  Marine  H.  Allen  McCartney  of  the  SBC  “is  a  religious  body,  incor-  serving  as  director  ot  religious  educa- 
1985  annual  meetii«  of  the  SBC  con-  Vero  Beach,  Fla.,  as  a  plaintiff.  porated  and  created  Tor  the  purpose  tion.  For  the  past 

of  eliciting,  combining  and  directing  eight  years  he  has 

the  energies  of  the  Baptist  denomina-  been  professor  of 

tion  of  Christians  (and)  for  the  pro-  p^pouseAicatioii 

pagation  of  the  gospd. . . .’  ”  Hannibal-La- 

They  also  note  the  convention  exists  Grange  College, 

“. . .  for  Uuee  days  each  year  when  Hannibal,  Ma 

that  yearh  duly  elected  and  registered  Wade  is  a  grad- 

messengers  convene  for  an  annual  ^^^^Bgl^^Huate  of  Golden 
meetiiM  to  conduct  the  convention’s  ^™Gate  Seminary, 

((Continued  on  page  3)  the  group,  “You’ve  never  going  to  ecclesiastical  affairs”  which  includes  Wade  Mill  Valley,  Calif., 

you,”  said  the  naaterials  that  came  schedule  a  revival,  bid  God  never  election  of  officers  and  persons  to  fill  and  served  a  number  of  Memphis^ 
with  the  cap.  Noted  Sanders,  “Those  works  in  a  vacuum.  He  uses  people,  trustee  posts.  churd^  as  minister  of  education, 

are  absolute  hoocBunis.”  But  what  sort  of  people  does  be  use?”  *10  recent  years,”  it  says,  “the  con-  He  jc^  a  staff  of  two  including 

“JesiB  didn’t  say  send  in  your  offer-  Drummond  said  God  uses  people  of  vention  has  also  been  concerned  with  director  of  missions  E>vin  Broi^  and 

ing,  get  my  prayer  cloth,”  said  purpose,  people  of  passk^  people  of  and  afiected  by  an  ongoing  theologibal  associate  AaronLew^whoisdirector 
Sanders,  speaking  of  Jesus’ minister-  power,  people  of  purity,  people  of  pro-  and  doctrinal  coptrover^  concerning  of  missions  Ervin  Br<mn,  and 
ing  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  Sanders  clamation,  and  people  of  prayer.  ...  the  interpretation  <rf  the  Bible”  associate  Aara  Lewis  who  b  director 
focused  on  the  fact  that  Jesus  healed  “Well  have  revival  whra  we  get  on  our  The  motion  points  out  the  Oowders  of  the  Trtiniiig  Ctaiter,  which  is  the 

the  man  immediately  and  that  “the  knees  and  not  before,”  he  said.  and  Cooper  “were  three  of  some  45,000  association’s  camping  and  retreat 

paramount  characteristic  is  the  fact  Landrum  Leavell  noted  that  these  is  Baptist  messengers  who  converged  in  center.  r 

that  he  loves  us.”  a  “big  difference  between  calling  Dallas ...  in  June  1985  to  conduct  the  Wade  will  be  promoting  church 

Jerry  Vines  preached  on  keeping  something  a  revival  and  having  one”  internal  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the  leadersWp  traini^  proje^  for  the 
a  priority  what  the  Bible  has  Calling  the  Good  News  America  convention  for  1985.”  It  also  adds  the  association  and  will  be  assisting  each 
assigned  as  a  priority.”  simultaneous  revivals  in  April  “pro-  plaintiffs’  “claims  are  premised  upon  church  as  he  is  able. 

Vines  said  that  churches  accept  as  baUy  the  greatest  opportunity  God  their  past  status  as  messengers  in  1985  The  association  this  past  year 
normal  Sundays  when  no  one  nuikes  has  given  us  to  dat^”  LeaveD  pro-  at  a  religious  convention  that  has  per-  enlarged  its  ^fice  building,  adding  a 
a  profession  of  faith.  “Imagine,”  he  tested  a  current  lack  of  protest  frwn  manently.and  fwever  adjourned.”  new  office,  which  Wade  now  uses,  plus 
said,  a  Sunday  when  “nobody  put  in  churches  concerning  a  “tidal  waveof  It  adds  that  the  1986  Committee  a  large  vwk  and  sUmge  room  and 
an  offering — there  would  be  a  called  smut  and  pornography  and  immorali-  on  Boards  was  elected  by  “a  doubled  its  conference  room, 
deacons’ meethM  to  discuss  the  finan-  ty.”  Then  he  suggested  that  the  si^tantial  nuurgin”  of  57.8  percent  of  An  “Open-house  and  Reception” 
cial  crisis  in  the  church.”  ministers  look  at  their  priorities,  ask-  those  present  and  voting,  and  that  on  was  held  at  the  mission  office  on  Sun- 

Vines  said  the  world  would  be  woo  ing  “Vfhat  do  you  have  time  for,”  the  day  after  the  election  two  day  afternoon,  Jan.  19  ...  the  Open- 
on  its  doorsteps.  “Wbok  goii%  to  be  on  “What  do  you  have  mo^  for,”  messengers  “made  a  motion  to  end  house  to  Irt  members  of  the  Norto- 
the  doorsteps — the  communists,  the  and"¥fhat  do  you  allow  to  interrupt  further  discussion  of  the  election . . .  west  Baptist  churches  see  their  Mis- 
cultists,  or  the  Baptists?”  you  without  getting  bent  out  of  and  that  motion  was  passed  by  a  ma-  sion  Office  building,  and  the  Recep- 

He  added,  “If  you  have  any  question  shape?”  jority  of  the  registered  messengers  tion  to  welcome  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wade, 

about  the  authority  and  accuracy  and  LeaveU  pointed  to  a  foreign  mis-  present  and  voting.”  More  than  200  people  attended, 

applicability  (rf  the  Word  of  God,  you’ll  sions  budget  larger  than  the  In  their  arguments  concerning  the  hir.  i  r  it  nmniH  hr  if  nrr 

never  be  a  soul  winner.  You  better  set-  Cooperative  Program.  He  said  he  was  First  Amendment,  the  athumeys  say:  i  U**  * 

tie  what  you  believe  about  the  Bible”  not  suggesting  that  foreign  missions  “In  1871,  the  United  States  Supreme  ® 

Lewis'  Drummond 'Offered  to  par-  should  get  less,  but  “no  matter  how  CkNirt  d^lared  that  civil  courts  have 
ticipants  a  30-minute  rush  tour  big  our  foreign  mission  offering  is—  no  powo*  to  decide  disputes  which  are 
revival  histwy  from  William  Perkins,  that  is  no  excuse  for  allowing  people  ‘strictly  and  purely  ecclesiastical  in 

to  die  without  (Ihrist  in  beautiful 


“Test  Spirit,  indicate  it 
never -manipulate  it” 


EnroNment  now  awHable 
at  aga  64  or  older 

GUARANTEED  RENEWEABLE 
Pia  exiiting  condttionB  covaied 
after  l-monlh  (optional) 

POLICY  FORM  MS20e3 
We  pay  100%  of  Madicara  Part^A 
(hospitaO  deductibtes. 

Wa  pay  100%  of  the  NiHid  Part  B  (dit^ 
tors)  deductibte  each  calendar  yw 
($7500) 

We  pay  100%  of  the  difference  byl- 
ween  the  remaining  eBgible  expenses 
you  iTKur  during  the  year  (in  or  out  of 
hospital)  and  the  amounts  you  receive 
from  Medicare  for  these  expenses, 
subject  to  but  not  to  exceed  100%  of 
the  Medicare  allowable  charges. 


father  of  the  Puritan  movement  to  the  to  die  without  (Ihrist  in  beautiful  ...  character....’  In  the  ensuing 
Aldersgate  revival.  And  he  said  that  magnificent  Mississippi.  years,  the  Supreme  Ckwrt  has  ac- 

“it  is  no  longer  a  question  for  Southern  .  -  cepted  this  fundamental  proposition 

Baptists  whether  it  will  be  nice  and  Oae  time  whoi  you  are  not  critical  as  one  of  the  constitutional  rules  fkw- 

^ood  to  have  revival.  We  will  have  of  either  the  voice  or  the  tune  is  when  ing  from  the  First  Amendment.” 
revival  or  we  shall  not  survive.”  someone  is  ««nging  your  praises.  — '  The  Crowdor  lawsuiL  the  brief 
The  church  histary  authority  told  Kathleen  Aubrey  ,  claims,  ‘Talk  squarely  within  the 

realm  ecdesiartical|iispiites  which 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities  constituUonaUy  removed  from 

*  civil  resolution. . . 

Fleb.  18-19  Home  liissionB  Study  (WMU  Emphasis)  Attoriiqw  for  the  Crowders  and 

Pkh  17-18  Disciple  Wmth  Workshop;  Baptist  Building;  1  pm.,  ITtb-Noon,  Cooper  had  until  Feb.  5  to  answer  the 

IMhfCD  motion  to  dtemiss.  A  decision  was  not 

Feb.  20-22  Miwiwippi  Baptist  ReUgioiis  Education  Associatton;  Bilati  expected  until  after  Feh  11  on  the 
(MBREA)  motion. 

Feh  22  Stele  Pknr-Part  Youth  Music  Pkstival;  I^,  Vicksburg;  9:96  Dan  Martin  is  news  cdMar  at  Bap- 
a.m.-9:96pim.  (CM)  list  Press. 


for  information 

phone  956-3992  or  man  coupon  to: 

R.aPORTER 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manafactared Ja  ear  plant  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  188,  MeridiaB, 
Miss.  39991.  Since  1886.  Phone 
.(891)  898-4451. 


REA  meet  at  Biloxi  to 
feature  Gerald  Harris 


Thursday,  February  13.  l9g« 
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“The  good  news  is  out 
Jade  has  accepted  Jesus 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Feb.  20,  and  concludes  at  10  a.m.,  Feb. 
Education  Association’s  annual  22. 

meeting  will  feature  Gerald  Harris,  Bill  Davidson,  minister  of  education 
pastor  of  Colonial  Heights  Church  in  at  Colonial  Heights  Chui^h,  Jackson, 
Jackson  speaking  concerning  the  is  president  of  the  group, 
minister’s  devotional  life. 

The  Febrw20-22  meeting  at  Biloxi’s 
Ramada  Inn  will  also  feature  church 
growth  consultant  Ron  Lewis  of 
Nashville  who  will  lead  in  sessions  en¬ 
titled  “Committed  to  Grow— The 
Church,”  “Keeping  the  Vision  Alive,” 

“Outreach:  The  Key  lb  Church 
Growth,”  “Developing  and  Using  Wendell  Belew  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
Communication  Skills,”  and  “What  I  tist  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta 
Would  Do  If  I  Started  Over  in  my  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 

Special  musi£  will  be  brought  ^»||H|||^^tureship,  Feb.  17-19 
throughout  the  conference  by  “His  Mississippi 

Praises,”  a  young  adult  ensemble  College, 

from  Colonial.  Heights  Church,  Belew  is  director 

Jackson.  of  the  Missions 

Small  group  conferences  are  ^^^^^^U|^Ministries  Divi- 
scheduled  three  times  during  the  pro-  of  the  HMB. 

gram.  Ron  Lewis  will  lead  sessions  for  Belew  will  ad- 

administration  Jr  JHHdress  chapel  at  10 


Mississippi  istate  University  reached  The  story  began  in  1982  when  the 
its  climax  on  Jan.  19  when  she  was  ggncis  made  a  trip  to  China.  Jade  was 
baptized  into  the  fellowship  of  First  national  tour  guide  because  of 
Church,  Starkville.  fluency  in  English,  and  the  Bonds 

She  goes  by  the  English  name  of  invited  her  to  come  to  Mississippi 
Jade,  and  she  has  b^n  living  with  state  to  work  on  a  master’s  degree 
Marvin  and  Jean  Bond.  The  Bonds  gjjd  to  live  in  their  home.  During  the 
are  fluent  in  Chinese  and  acquainted  Christmas  holidays  she  went  back  to 
with  Chine^  ci^toms  from  having  china  and  told  her  family  (rf  the  public 
been  missionaries  to  Hong  Kong,  profession  she  was  to  make  early  in 
Bond  is  now  a  professor  at  Mississip-  January.  She  brought  her  daughter, 
pi  State.  Very  little  Chinese  is  spoken  sherry,  a  sixth  grader,  back  with  her. 
in  the  Bond  household,  however.  Jade  sherry  is  attending  Starkville  Public 
is  an  English  teacher  in  her  native  school,  though  she  is  not  well  versed 
land.  She  is  working  toward  a  m  English.  She  uses  two  dictionaries, 
master’s  degree  in  English  to  help  her'  however,  and,  according  to  Marvin 
when  she  ^06s  bsek  to  hor  post  3t  tho  Bond  voiry  well 

Beijing  Second  Foreign  Institute.  ’  .*  ol  h  u  • 

Jade  made  her  profession  of  faith 

on  Jan.  5.  On.Jan.  16  she  told  the  Starkville  for  oro  more  year  and  then 
Bonds  that  “the  good  news  is  out”  as 

other  Chinese  students  at  MSU  began  Jade  Iws  a  hustond,  mother, 

to  speak  to  her  about  her  decision.  several  sisters  and  brothers. 

^  She  has  been  in  Starkville  since  Several  Chinese  students  attended 
January  (rf  1985.  She  has  attended  the  baptismal  service  on  Jan.  19.  On 
Sunday  School  and  worship  services  that  occasion  the  church’s  Chinese 
at  First  Church  regularly  and  has  choir  sang  two  Chinese  hymns. 


Belew  will 
lecture  at  MC 


Jade,  the  CNnese  student  at  Mississip-  education 
pi  State  University  who  lives  with  Marvin  leaders;  Richard  Ross,  youth  consul-  Belew  a.m.  on  the  17th 

and  Jean  Bond,  stands  behind  the  Bpnds  tant  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  and  19th  and  will  lecture  in  several 
in  their  home  in  Starkville.  Jade,  from  Board,  will  lead  youth  leaders;  and  departmental  classes.  For  a  schedule 
mainland  China,  made  a  profession  of  Peggy  Ward  Sunday  School  Board  of  Belew’s  speaking,  phone  925-3218. 
faith  on  Jan.  5  and  was  baptized  into  the  consultant,  will  lead  sessions  for  The  lectureship  is  sponsoi^  by  the 
fellowship  of  First  Church,  Starkville  on  children’s  leaders.  Department  of  Religion  and 

Jan,  19.  The  program  begins  at  12:30  p,m..  Philosophy  at  MC. 


receiving  biographies  until  March  1,  motion  at  the  MBC,  nor  have  I  had  the  without  offering  alternatives  to  which  support  for 

1986.  They  urge  all  who  have  not  com-  privilege  of  attending  the  SBC.  As  I  women  could  turn.  i  nf  eoTatinn  ^ 

pleted  the  form  to  do  so  before  that  understand  Baptist  polity,  any  elected  There  is  an  organization  that  is  l“tCgrailon. 

date  Final  plans  are  underway  fn*  the  messenger  has  the  right  to  voice  his  presently  working  with  women  who  Editor- 

publication  of  the  first  companion  opinions  provided  he  is  rCco^zed  by  feel  abo^on  is  their  only  alternative.  j  ,jjy  Christian  duty  to  reply 
volume  to  L.  S.  Foster’s  MISSISSIP-  the  presiding  officer.  Mr.  Editor,  have  Birthright  of  Jackson  is  a  non-profit,  letter  from  Wendell  Gardner  of 

PI  BAPTIST  PREACHERS.  Mississippi  Baptists  p|aced  an  age  non-denominational  pregnancy  jackson 

Updated  information  on  those  restriction  on  messengers?  Does  Mr.  counseling  service.  We  offer  free  ser-  •  pH  t  d  th  t  t>M> 

ministers  who  have  a  biography  on  McKeever  propose  that  all  young  vices  such  as  pregnancy  testing,  con  ^  ^*^5*^*  ^  j 

minister  silence  themselves,  or  just  fidential  counseling,  medical  or  legal  Southern  ^ptist  Convention  do«  not 

the  ones  that  disagree  with  him?  referral,  and  maternity  and  infant  mt^ratiM  in  our  churches  or 

I  am  not  naive  to  his  observations,  clothing  distribution.  Birthright  is  ®ls®'''here.  Do^  tlwt  mean  th^  con- 

I  have  seen  young  preachers  make  staffed  by  trained  volunteers  -  pro-  unfair  and  inh^aiw  ti^tment 
hasty  judgments  and  foolish  mistakes,  fessional  degrees  and  experience  are  boutn  nca  or 

I  have  seen  my  own.  Elach  new  day  P-  not  required.  The  only  requirement  is  ississippi . 

am  faced  with  something  I  have  never  that  a  person  be  a  Christian,  be  a  good  I  would  love  to  know  what  confusion 

faced  before.  I  depend  more  on  the  listener,  and  be  a  caring.i9nd  loving  in-  Mr.  Gardner  refel^  to  in  his  last 
Lord  today  than  ever  before,  search-  dividual.  The  distressed  women  they  paragraph?  I  am  a  memter  of  a 
ing  for  God’s  wisdom  in  situation^  see  are  often  amazed  that  someone’  Southern  Baptist  church  which  is  in¬ 
cares  about  their  problems  and  their  tegrated.  This  has  caused  no  confu- 
conscience.  pre-bom  child.  Concern  conveyed  by  sion  in  our  church;  on  the  contrary. 

When  is  a  messenger  “old  enough,”  ,  the  volunteer  can  convince  many  some  of  the  minority  members  of  the 
or  how  much  experience  must  one  women  to  forego  abortion  and  bring  church  are  some  of  our  best 
have  in  ordo*  to  speak  his  conscience?  a  new  life  into  the  world.  members.  Our  organist  and  some  of 

As  I  see  it,  our  denomination  has  A  special  “Get  Acquainted  our  choir  members  are  of  minority 
some  “old  men”  striving  for  political  Workshop”  is  planned  for  ^turday,  races.  This  is  a  very  well  thought  of 
prestige  who  would  settle  fiM*  nothing^  Feb.  22,  8:45-1:00  at  Southside  church  with  many  business  and  pro- 

Assembly  of  God  Church  in  Jackson,  fessional  people  as  members. 

Dan  L.  Hammond  We  are  in  a  military  community 

Birthright  of  Jackson  and  all  races  are  stationed  here. 

P.  0.  Box  10694  Should  they  not  be  welcome? 

Jackson,  MS  39209  Jesus  himself  said  that  all  should 

In  June  of  1964  at  Kansas  City  the  come.  He  did  not  teach  racial 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  passed  supremacy  of  segregation, 
a  resolution  on  abortion  such  as  you  We  don’t  need  an  alliance  to  con- 
mentioned.  In  November  of  1985  the  demn  us.  The  Bible  and  Christ  himself 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  pass-  will  do  that. 

ed  a  resolution  on  abortion  that  drew  anyone  wonders,  I  am  white, 

to  some  extent  on  the  SBC  resolution.  Angln^axon  myself. 

In  June  of  1965  the  Home  Mission  ^ 

Board  held  a  brain-storming  session  Gulfport 

to  begin  to  search  for  possible  alter¬ 
natives  to  abortion.— Editor  Mr.  Gardner’s  opinion  was  his  own 


iai  prerogatives  must  be 
Htnatil  ill  circmn^nces  and  I 


Historical  information 

Editor: 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 
Commission  met  in  its  semi-annual 
meeting  in  January.  Dr.  William  D. 

McCain  was  elected  president  and  Dr.  j 

C.  B.  Hamlet.  Ill,  vice  pr^ident  for  *8  0*1®  olo  enoUj 

the  coming  year.  Dr.  McCain  w^com-  Editor: 
ed  the  following  new  members:  Dr.  Mark  one  up  for  wisdom,  maturity.  Lord  today  than  ever  before,  search- 
William  E.  Prout,  Dr.  Anthony  Kay,  and  experience.  I  am  a  young  i 
Dr.  Eldward  McMillan,  and  Dr.  Billy  [neacher,  a  recent  graduate  of  NOBTS  where  my  only  guide  is  faith  and 
R.  Williams.  (’84),  serving  my  first  pastorate. 

A  major  undertaking  of  the  Ck>m-  Though  I  consider  myself  an  active 
mission  is  the  publication  of  a  volume  participant  in  the  work  of  our  associa- 
of  biolographies  of  living  ordained  tion,  and  though  I  have  been  elected 
ministers  who  have  served  in  the  as  a  massenger  to  the  Miss.  Baptist 
Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention.  In  an  Convention  on  several  occasions,  I 
effort  to  include  more  biographies,  the  have  never  attempted  to  voice  an  opi- 
(Commission  extended  the  deadline  for  nion,  recommendation,  resolution,  or 


CRI  delegation  investigats 
Ireligious  repression  in  Nepal 

««rHMANDq.  Ne^  tSP)  — AgrwpvlAineiicaandBc 
bm  Jhl  1  Ip  B0it  with  Nepakw  gowirniiient  oOUidi 
cd  tartuie  tiiil  iiDBriMmncfit  of  CbrfetiaiK  Ungjoi* 


Abortiom  alternative 

Editor; 

I  was  delighted  to  read  in  your 
publication  that  among  the  resolu- 

_ _ _ ^  _  lalinia-  tions  recently  adopted  by  the 

fmi).  wMHii  Hinmiil  6llilllllilftlliBt»i  limi  lali  southern  Baptist  ConvenUon  was  one 

itiglow  ieedoft  in  It  8n^))tniKatkli  df  ChrMiaiML  upholding  the  sanctity  of  life  of  an  un- 

abortiim.  Of  note  a!^  was  an  en- 

alternatives  to  abortion.  ’The  writers 
^  were  wise  to  realiae  that  banning  the 

tragic  act  would  not  be' effective  both  of  them? 


rr 


Devotional 


men 


I  By  Michael  O’Brien  I 

Read:  Acts  *:l-7 

.  .  they  chose  Stephen,  a  man  full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  . 

Have  you  ever  noticed  that  those  who  seem  to  be  doing  the  most,  or  are 
the  most  active  members  in  the  church  ai^  always  called  “spiritual”?  Well, 
that  is  no  accident,  they  are  the  most  “spiritual.'’  But,  the  fact  remains  that 
they  are  not  because  they  are  active  in  church  work;  they 
'  are  active  in  church  work  because  they  are  spiritual. 

How  does  one  become  spiritual?  We  are  not  “bom” 
^m^l.  Vie  cannot  become  a  spiritual  person  just  because 
vlpii  we  want  to  be.  Let’s  look  at  Stephen,  and  the  others.  The 

Bible  says  he  was  “full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” . 

We  exercise  our  faith  when  we  come  to  know  the  Lmxl, 
even  as  Stephen  and  Paul  and  others  had  to  do.  'The 
disciples  gave  the  instructimis  to  choose  men  “known”  to 
^Hi  be  full  of  the  spirit.  We  can  assume  two  things  fnmi  this. 

O’Brien'  First,  not  everyone  was  full  (rf  the  Spirit,  and  second,  those 

who  were,  were  easily  recognizable.  We  would  be  correct  if  we  said  that  to¬ 
day  the  same  is  true.  Not  all  the  Christians  I  know  are  full  of  the  Spirit.  'The 
ones  that  I  know  that  are  full  (rf  the  Spirit  are  real  “standout.” 

Getting  on  an  elevator  at  the  hospital,  I  noticed  a  young  man  getting  off 
with  a  big  smile  on  his  face.  As  the  door  closed  a  man  who  had  remained  on, 
spoke  to  me  “Dwit  you  hate  people  like  him?”  Quite  startled  I  asked,  “Who?” 

“That  guy  who  just  got  off  with  that  big  smile.  Calls  himself  a  Christian, 
always  smiling,  and  he  says  God  actually  talks  to  him;  can  you  believe  it?” 

I  answered  him  and  said,  “Yes,  I  can  believe  it;  be  talks  to  me  too!” 


public  letter.  I  hope  you  won’t  mind,  journey.  fish.  What  if  we  had  not  made  up? 

Not  only  will  writing  it  here  save  a  I  believe  in  you,  and  I  believe  every  Remember  all  the  problems  in  our 
postage  stamp.  Maybe  some  other  wwd  you  say,  even  the  fictitious  tales  second  year  of  marriage,  when  the 
wives  will  read  it,  and  sit  down  to  you  sometimes  manufacture  to  tease  new  wore  off  and  we  ran  into 
write  their  husbands  a  love  letter.  me.  misunderstandings  and  we  almost 

As  a  child,  1  used  to  play  a  game  I  am  comfortable  with  you.  When  separated?  What  if  we  had?  How 
called«“Bluebird,  bluebird,  go  in  and  we  sit  in  a  cafe  an  hour,  and  say  lusterless  and  bare  my  life  would  have 
out  your  windows.”  We  stood  in  a  cir-  "scarcely  a  word,  peojrfe  probably  been  without  you!  How  grateful  to 
cle  and  held  up  our  joined  hands.  One  think  we  are  with  each  other.  God  I  am  that  we  stayed  and  worked 
as  Bluebird  ran  round  and  round,  in-  They  don’t  know,  we  can  read  each  out  those  problems, 
to  and  out  of  the  circle  under  the  ar-  other’s  minds,  and  don’t  need  to  talk.  It  was  Leo  Buscaglia  who  wrote, 
ched  hands.  When  we  sang,  “Now  go'  I  trust  your  judgement  when  you  “Marriage  is  a  marvelous  commit- 
and  face  your  lover,”  Bluets  stopped  are  helping  me  to  choose  a  new  dr^.  ment  that  says,  *01  all  the  people  in 
in  front  of  her  choice.  When  we  sang,  I  appreciate  your  patience  and  your  the  wotIcI,  I  select  you  to  grow  with.’  ” 

“I  measure  my  love  to  show  you,”  forgiving  spirit.  When  I  pnnnise  to  Thank  you,  my  husband,  for  choosing 
Bluebird  measured  her  love  by  how  bring  home  a  gallon  of  milk,  but  me  to  grew  with, 
far  she  held  her  hands  apart.  Well,  if  forget,  you  don’t  fuss  at  me.  You  just  Today,  and  every  day,  1  love  you. 

1  played  that  game  and  tried  to  go  quietly  to  the  store  and  buy  the 
measure  my  love  to  show  you,  my  milk. 

arms  are  not  long  enough  to  reach  'Thank  you  for  taking  care  of  me 
that  distance.  when  I  am  well  and  when  I  am  sick. 

Your  hapfMness  is  my  hearts  desire  You  are  uncomplaining  always,  and 
'The  highlight  of  my  day  is  coming  even-tempered,  almost  always.  I’m 
home  to  you.  grateful  that  our  quarrels  now  are  far, 


He  looked  at  me  real  hard  and  said,  “Are  you  a  preacher? 


“Yes,  I  am,”  I  replied. 

“Well,  that’s  different,”  he  ansvwred. 

But  ifls  not,  you  know.  Preachers  do  not  have  a  monopoly  on  God.  He  answers 
all  who  will  caU  on  him,  believing. 

“Father,  give  us  the  kind  of  faith  that  shows,  Amen/1-^ 

Michael  O’Brien  is  pastor.  First,  Lexington. 


Share  your  love  in  February 


The  heart  of  it  all  ^ 

I’m  holding  out  for  a  hero 
as  well. 

Does  one  truly  exist, 

I  wonder? 

Strength,  purity,  godliness, 
gentleness,  integrity,  humility. 

These  are  musts  fcM*  this 
truer  than  life  man. 

No  wonder! 

Real  live  Supermen 
don’t  really  exist. 

And  even  if  one  did, 

how  could  he  possibly 

fulfil  my  every  desire, 

meet  up  to  my  impossible  expectations, 

be  the  man  of  my  dreams? 

No  one  can  do  or  be  aU  of  that. 

Except  a  hero. 

And  everyone  knows  that 
heroes  don’t  exist. 


In  all  the  ebb  and  flow  of  relationships,  few  of  us  stop  to  say,  “In  God’s 
way,  I  love  you  or  I  appreciate  you.”  Oh  yes,  when  an  occasional  minister 
stands  and  command  us  to  tell  one  another  “I  love  you”  we  say  the 
words,  but  the  heartfelt,  expression  of  appreciation  and  respect  cannot 
be  manipulated.  ^  * 

'Therefore,  it  is  with  some  degree  of  caution  that  I  come  to  you  with 
a  simple  suggestion.  February  is  known  in  the  secular  world  for  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day  'That’s  a  day  for  romance.  However,  there  is  qo  reason  the 
church  cannot  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the  month  and  share  Christian  love 
one  with  another.  Jesus  said,  “By  this  all  men  will  know  that  you  are 
My  disciples,  if  you  have  love  for  one  another”(John  12:35). 

My  first  question  would  “How  can  you  share  your  love  without  be¬ 
ing  mushy?”  It  is  said  that  “different  strokes  work  for  different  folks.” 
Perhaps  you  are  a  letter  writer.  'Ihke  time  to  write  someone  or  several 
folks  and  express  your  appreciation  for  them.  You  may  enj<^  the 
telephone.  Then  call  someone  and  just  say  “Thank  you  for  being  you.” 
You  may  be  a  super  cook.  Cook  a  cake  or  pie,  soup  or  stew  and  drop 
it  by  a  home  to  say  I  love  you.  You  may  be  a  needlepoint  person.  'The 
creative  work  of  your  fingers  could  lift  a  spirit  for  many  days  to  come. 
Make  a  little  something  to  brighten  one’s  day.  You  may  be  a  visitor  and 
enjoy  taking  a  few  minutes  to  make  a  personal  visit  to  say  “I  love  you” 
and  appreciate  your  every  effort.  'Then  again,  you  may  want  to  just  greet 
someone  with  a  warm  handshake  or  hearty  hug  to  say  the  same  thing. 

Each  person  is  different,  so  don’t  feel  you  have  to  express  yourself  in 
the  same  way  someone  else  does.  Be  yourself,  but  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  share  your  love  during  February.  You’ll  be  blessed  beyond 
your  wildest  expectations.  ^ 

‘The  Builder” 

’ftmple  Church,  Hattiesburg 

Love  is  friendship  heaven-bound.  Common  goal,  that  is  the  plan, 
Joy  and  patience  there  is  found;  Daily  problems?  Love  can  stand. 

Understanding,  mutual  trust, ^  Many  things  you  may  possess, 

“Me”  is  quickly  changed  to  “us.”  Missing  still  is  happiness. 


Stark  branches  form  tracery  against  a  cold  winter  sky.  RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SER¬ 
VICE  PHOTO,  by  Peter  Marif^lou. 


Winter  is  beautiful,  too 


As  I  stand  by  the  kitchen  window 
Watching  the  birds  eat  from  the  feeder 
And  perch  in  the  tree  to  rest. 

Suddenly  I  see  mote,  much  more. 


But  I  was  wrong. 

I  have  been  for  seme  time 
and  simply  couldn’t  accept  it. 

Real  live  Supermen 
really  do  exist. 

At  least  one  dees. 

One  who  is 

strong  and  pure  and  godly 
and  gentle  and  honest  and  humble 
and  so  much  more. 

One  who  is  eVen  now  beginning  to 
fulfill  my  desires, 
meet  my  expectations, 
and  be  the  man  of  my  dreams. 

No  more  wandering. 

'Thank  you.  Lord,  for  my 
real  live  bera 
Yes,  they  do  exist 
Lois  Lane  knew  it  all  along! 

—Hope  Starnes 
Fort  Worth,  Ihx. 


'The  beauty  of  the  bare  crepe  myrtle  tree 
Is  revealed  as  never  before. 

'The  tree  itself  forms  a  lovely  pattern 
'That’s  pleasing  to  behold. 


'The  branches  intertwine 
Weaving  this  way  and  that  way 
Forming  a  lacy  design 
'That  only  God  could  create 

During  the  other  seasons  of  the  year 
The  tree  is  clothed  in  leaves 
And  the  graceful  beauty 
Of  tree  and  branches  is  hidden. 


I  like  to  think  that  God 
In  his  plan  and  purpose 
Saved  these  exquisite  designs 
Just  for  our  winter  days. 


'lb  show  his  love  and  care 
When  we  need  them  the  most. 
And  to  remind  us  that 
Winter  is  beautiful,  toa 

—  Ruby  Singley 
Columbia 


If  love  you  bold;  (this,  a  fact,) 
Nothing  in  your  life  you  lack. 
—Mrs.  D.  F.  Oowe 
Greenville 


Loyalty,  forgiveness  too, 
Perfection’s  standard  never  due; 
Loveb  cpntent  with  all  that’s  now. 
Future  hopes  to  past  won’t  bow. 


j 


calls!  DOM 


Florida  pastor  eyewitness 
to  space  shuttle  disaster 


By  Greg  Waraer 

TITUSVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)— Bill  Center,  is  the  largest  of  several  coiiK  Wayne  Tucker,  business  ad- 
Faulkner  heard  no  ex{do6ion  from  the  munities  closely  related  to  the  space  ministrator  for  Park  Avenue  Baptist 
blue  Florida  sky,  but  as  he  watched  industry,  which  employs  an  estimated  Church,  Titusville,  who  was  working 
the  liftoff  of  the  Space  Shuttle  20,000  people  in  the  area.  at  the  Space  Center  when  three  Apollo 

Challenger,  he  knew  something  was  W.  D.  Sharp,  director  of  missions  far  astronauts  were  killed  in  a  1967 
terribly  wrong.  the  Brevard  Baptist  Association,  launchpad  flash  fire,  said  all 

“If  u/aK  mnre  a  <u>nse  nf  cilenre  than  estimated  three-fourths  (rf  the  Baptist  employees  are  affected  and  tend  to 
anythT^  Sid  fa^Uies  in  the  area  are  involved  in  the  overreact.  •'You  feel  accused  and  yet 

^ulk^,  pastor  of  Westside  Baptist  space  program  in  some  way.  you  are  not  accused,”  he  said. 

Church,  TlUeville,  like  many  who  live  Some  are  more  involved  than  are  the  subtle  effects  people  dont 
near  the  launch  site  at  Kennedy  Space  ofhers-  ^really  see.  ,  .  . 

Center,  watched  from  the  ground  as  Thomas,  a  member  of  First  Even  residents  not  employed  in  the 

the  Space  Shuttle  disappeared  in  a  Baplist  Cliurch,  Merritt  Island,  was  space  prt^ram  someho^  carry  the 
cloud  of  orange  smoke,  killing  seven  director  for  the  Challenger  burden,  meters  say. 

astronauts  mission  and  a  friend  of  two  of  the  ‘  When  the  shuttle  takes  off,  it  s  up 

*  . '  astronauts  killed.  .  there  for  everyone  to  see,”  said  Ray 

Few  <rf  ^  are  eycmtnes^  to  Thomas  was  one  (rf  sevend  people  Johnson,  pastor  of.  First  Baptist 
Mwn  people  l^ing  lives.  counseled  and  consoled  in  the  after-  Church,  Titusville. 

Faulkner  said.  »  "a™  to  get  (jjsaster  by  Len  'Rimer,  Baptist  churches  in  the  area  now 

perspective  on  that.  pastor  of  the  Merritt  Island  church,  are  trying  to  address  the  needs  of  peo- 

While  the  nation  mourned  the  death  Ttimer  is  a  farmer  Mississippi  pastor,  pie  whose  towns  are  home  to  the 
of  the  seven,  Faulkner  and  others—  “This  has  left  a  devastating  impact  wounded  space  industry.  First 
many  of  them  NASA  employees— be-  on  our  community,”  )\imer  said.  “We  Church,  Merritt  Island,  held  a 
gan  coping  with  their  own  grief.  are  trying  to  minister  to  a  lot  of  folks  memorial  service  for  1,000  people  on 
Tim  Shrader,  W^stside’^  minister  of  with  deep  psychological  needs.”  the  day  after  the  explosion.  Park 
music  and  youth,  who  watched  the  Tiimer  and  other  ministers  in  the  Avenue  and  Westside  churches 
launch  with  Faulkner  the  morning  of  arA  said  Space  Center  workers  carry  scheduled  ^lecial  services  for  Sunday. 
Jan.  2S,  said:  “There’s  so  much  news  a  special  burden  for  the  tragedy.  Other  churches  held  larayer  sessions 
coverage  about  Houston  and  Concord,  Faulkner,  who  is  a  former  design  during  the  week. 

N.  H.,  (where  the  astronauts  lived)  draftsman  for  a  NASA  contractor.  Turner  said  he  is  confident  area 
but  nobody  talks  about  Titusville”  said  NASA  onployees  “feel  a  tremen-  residents  can  turn  the  “tragedy  into 
“These  people  in  Titusville  are  dous  amount  of  responsibility,  not  on-  triumph.  This  is  drawing  people 
hurting  too,”  he  said.  “This  affects  all  ly  for  the  vehicle,  but  for  the  people  together  in  an  unusual  way.” 
of  us.”  in  the  vehicle.”  He  added  that  “I  feel  the  Lord  is  really  going  to  use 

Titusville,  a  city  of  32,000  across  the  employees  make  a  space  project  this,”  he  said. 

Indian  River  from  the  Kesmedy  Space  “part  of  you.”  When  the  initial  trauma  subsides. 


Herbert  Armstrong  dies  | 


CHURCH  ■ 
Sound  Systems  B 

(Sound  is  Our  Only  Businessfl 
Custom  design  A  installations 
Rk  Proposals  Call  (601)-268-1004 
Stan  Dalton-Bob  Burris  co-owners 
2600  O’Ferrall  Place  Suite  116 
Hattiesburg,  Ms.  39401 

(n«rt  to  Siionay's  Hwy.  4a8.) 

Db  AUDIO  SERVICES 


live  women  to  stall 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  GA/Acteens  Products  editor. 
Woman’k  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  has  McClain  was  a  missionary 
added  five  new  employees  to  its  pro-  journeyman  to  Liberia,  West  Africa, 
fessional  staff,  all  to  hold  positions  in  Elhsm  comes  as  the  new  Royal  Ser- 

the  Missions  Elducation  System,  led  vice  editor  from  South  Carolina  where 
by  Associate  Executive  Director  Bob-  she  taught  high  school  English  for  the 
bie  Sorrill.  past  15  years.  About  five  years  ago  she 

Marsha  Spradlin  will  be  Baptist  began  free-lance  writing  and  has  writ- 
Young  Women  consultant;  Pat  Rit-  ten  for  Royal  Service 
chie,  training  design  group  manager; 

Carol  Causey,  training  designer ;  Cin-  * 

dy  McClain,  Girls  in  Action/Acteens  Astronauts  mo 

products  editor,  and  Eklna  Ellison, 

Royal  Service  editor.  By  Steve 

Alabama  native  Spradlin  was  Girls  HOUSTON  (BP)— Four  astronauts 

in  Action/Mission  Friends  consultant  read  ooems,  Bible  verses  and  letters 
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Changes  are  proposed  in  bylaws  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 


Listed  below  are  proposed  changes,  the  staff  of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis-  ecutive  Board  shall  hold  and  ad-  Michael  Duff  has  resigned  as  pastor 
as  recommended  by  the  state  sionary  Union  to  be  elected  by  the  minister  all  propej^y  and  funds  on  Neshoba  Church,  Neshoba  Associa- 
Wmnan’s  Missionary  Union  Executive  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  behalf  of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis-  tion.  He  will  be  available  for  revivals 
Board,  to  be  made  at  the  WMU  annual  m-u,  rvI«w«  _  wtinn  a  Th»  sionary  Union,  and  shall  have  the  and  supply  preaching  through  the 
meeting,  March  17-18.  i-a  h  ii  n  mi  at*  aii  m  power  of  trustees  in  business  matters,  summer.  X)uff  plans  to  attend 

Bylaws  of  Mississippi  Womanls  Mis-  #  *•  *•  **  ■  *  such  as  acquiring  and  conveying  Southern  Seminary  in  the  fall.  Begin- 

sioiiry  Union  sta"  -riK  bylaws  p^perty.  rang F«,  M,  his ?ddr«s  wiuSm 

may  be  amended  by  two-thirds  vote  at  New  Bylaws  -  Sectioo  7.  The  Es-  6.  BratlMti.  Columbos.  Miss .  39702. 

any  annual  meeting  provided  that  the  ,  „  .7  ecutive  Board  shall  hold  and  ad-  or  telephone  328-8903. 

proposed  amendment  has  been  >”»“isl*r  aU  property  on  behalf  of 

published  in  two  issues  of  the  BapUst  ,  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Jim  Hulon  has  resigned  as  minister 

Record  at  least  one  month  before  the  „  MUsissippi  Baptist  Lon-  shall  have  the  power  of  of  music  and  youth  at  Immanuel 

WMU  Convention  and  has  also  been  i  <;  th*  p  trustees  in  business  matters,  such  as  Churdi,  Ha^esburg.  His  resignation 

submitted  in  writing  to  the  Executive  ^:r  '  ..  .  ^  acquiring  and  conveying  property. 

BoradatiteUrasrara^tnnualmeettag.  »•  E«e««Uve 

Such  proposed  amendment  must  be  TOmmiitees  appoiniea  py  to  aj^hiist^r  the  Edwina  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

pre^ted  on  the  first  day  of  the  an-  **  ■  Robinson  Special  Day  Offering,  Camp  Gem^e  Aultman  is  pastor, 

nual  WMU  meeting,  action  on  same  New  Bylaws  —  Section  5.  The  Ex-  Garaywa  fees,  and  WMU'S  allocation 

being  (Merred  until  a  subsequent  ses-  ecutive  Board  shall  perform  its  tasks  of  the  State  Mission  Offering, 

sion.”  through  committees  appointed  by  the  Section  8  of  old  Bylaws  becomes 

president  in  consultation  with  the  ex-  Section  9  of  new  Bylaws. 

Article  III  —  Relationships  ecutive  director-treasurer.  Article  IX _ Committees 

New  Bylaws  —  add:  SecUon  1.  OW  Bylaws  -  SecUon  6.  The  Ex-  Qld  Bylaws  -  Section  2.  Commit- 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  ecuUve  Board  shaU  be  responsible  fw-  tees/standing  ot  special,  except  those 
Union  functions  within  Mississippi  formulating  board  policies  for  in-  herein  provided,  shaU  be  appointed  by 

Baptist  Convent^  B<Mrd  iwUcies.  tegrating  the  work  of  the  committees  jhe  president  as  authorized  by 

SecUon  1  of  old  Bylaws  bwomes  of  the  Board  and  of  the  professional  woman’s  Missionary  Union,  or  the 
^Uon2;  S^2b^oines  Sj^Uon  staff.  Executive  Boaitl. 

3;  ^tion  3  becomes  SecUon  4  of  new  New  Bylaws  —  Section  «.  The  Ex-  New  Bylaws  —  Section  2.  Commit- 
Bylaws.  ecuUve  Board  shall  be  responsible  for  tees,  standing  or  special,  except  those 

Article  VIII  —  The  Executive  formulating  board  policies  for  in-  herein  provided,  shall  be  appointed  by  Selma  Rushing  has  resigned  as 

Board  tegrating  the  work  of  the  committees  the  president  as  authorized  by  assistant  church  secretary  at  Forest 

Old  Bylaws  —  Section  4.  The  Ex-  of  the  Board  and  of  the  executive  and  Woman's  Missionary  Union  or  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Board  shall  nominate  all  ex-  professional  staff.  ecutive  Board  in  consultaUon  with  the 

ecutive  and  professional  personnel-on  Old  Bylaws  —  Section  7.  The  Ex-  executive  director-treasurer. 


Ronnie  Jones  of  NetUeton,  has 
recently  accepted 
call 

^^^^^^^^^Bdirector  of  River- 
^^^^t^^^Hhill  Church,  Ita- 

the 

^^^^^Hj^Hformer  Karen  Von 
^^^^^^V^HOesen,  from 
i^Brhmpa  Fla.  S.  E. 
Jones  O’Brian  is  pastor. 

First  Church,  Macon,  has  called 
is  effecUve  FW).  15  and  he  plans  to  coo-  Mark  Ballard  as  minister  of  music 
tinue  his  education  in  church  music  at  youth.  Ballard,  a  naUve  of  Mon- 

■^^^^■jimUcello,  is  currenUy 
^^^^^^^^Hworking  on  a 
master’s  degree  at 
Mississippi  State 
^^^^^^^^^■University. 
^^^^^^^^Hgoes  from 

Church,  Aberde^i 
^^H^^^^^fand  was  a  BSU 
summer-semester 
missionary 

Ballard  south  Brazil.  Tbm- 
my  Jarrett  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
J.  P.  Kirkland  has  been  called  as  in-  Macon, 
terim  pastor  of  Hurricane  Mission,  .  .  . 

PMitot^Countv  resigned  as  pastor 

riMiUHOC  KAJuaiy.  rkir*;kkaau« 


Church.  of  Wake  Fore 

Bobby  Kendrick  is  the  new  interim  AssociaUon,  ai 
pastor  at  Hepzibah  Church,  Clarke  P*y  preaching. 
County. 

Billy  Brumfield  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Rolling  Creek  Church,  Clarke  Coun¬ 
ty.  He  is  from  TVlertown. 

Two  Lincoln  County  pastors  have 
resigned  and  are  in  foreign  mission 
orientation  in  Virginia.  Steve  Smith, 
former  pastor  of  Wellman  and 
Vidonia,  has  been  appointed  to  Argen¬ 
tina.  Dennis  Murray,  former  piaster  of 
Big  Springs,  has  been  appointed  to 
Israel. 

Wayne  McNeill,  piastor  of  Moak’s 
Creek,  Lincoln  County,  has  resigned 
to  accept  a  piastorate  in'Georgia. 


been  called  as  piaster  of  Pine  Level 
Church  in  Louisville,  Ala. 

Adams  was  graduated  from  Baptist 
Bible  Institute,  Graceville,  Fla,,  in 
December,  1985,  with  a  bachelor  of 
theology  degree. 

Sally  Stevens 
offers  self-worth 
seminars.,  free 


HMESTIY  BITBIPIISES 

will  assist  private  timber  owners 
with 

•timber  management 
•timber  estimates  •Umber  sales 

Have  your  own  representative 
in  the  handling  of  your,  timber. 

Know  how  much  of  what  you 
have. 

Timber  Is  a  valuable  crop, 
don’t  handle  it  carelessly. 
Paul  Waldrop, 
Resigtered  Forester  «19 
P.O.  Box  381 ,  Yazoo  City,  MS  39194 
601-746-4400 


Calvary  gives 

TV  $100,000 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  phc«.  binding  and  xtyta  to  maal  avory 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guarantaad 
Writs  for  illustrated  price  folder, 
"fnfernatkinar/y  known  $fioci»l»ts" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Four  state  volunteers 


Guyana  crusades  result 
in  440  faith  professions 


Pows.  putpHs,  baptiatnos. 
atainaa  glaaa.  carpal. 
ataaplai.  chairs. 

Van  fflinhlE 

Church 

JurrttBhtugB  & 

Prui  UphulBtrrg 

Box  SOI,  Fulton,  MS.  38*43 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design— Construction  Managemant 


Four  Mississippians  were  among  15  volunteers  who  piarticipiated  in 
crusade  efforts  in  Guyana  in  January.  'They  are  Paul  Aultman,  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs;  Athens  McNeil,  Griffin  Street  Church,  Moss 
Point;  Kenneth  Byrd,  First  Church,  Hurley;  and  Bill  Barton,  Homes  of 
Grace,  Vancleave.. 

Missionary  Lee  Miller  wrote  the  Baptist  Record  that  in  the  “Jesus 
Cares’’  crusades,  20  congregations  piarticipiated  with  440  professions  of 
faith  in  Jesus  and  350  recommitted  their  lives. 

Miller  requested  special  prayer  during  their  followup  on  each  in¬ 
dividual  who  made  a  decision. 
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Mississippi  College  is  one  of  the 
privately  supported  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  state  that  has  been 
awarded  an  unrestricted  grant  from 
the  Sears-Roebuck  Foundation  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dan  Zwicker  of  .larkson, 
area  representative  for  the 
Foundation. 

Mississippi  College  was  among  956 
private  accredited  two  and  four  year 
institutions  across  the  country  which 
are  sharing  in  $1,750,000  in  Sears 
Foundation  funds  for  the  198.V86 
academic  year.  The  funds  may  be  us¬ 
ed  as  the  colleges  and  universities 
deem  necessary. 

Accepting  thie  Sears  Foundation 
grant  for  Mississippi  College  was 
Lewis  Nobles,  president,  along  with 
Charles  E.  Martin.  vig§-president  for 
academic  affairs.  Zwicker  made  a 
personal  visit  to  the  campus  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  grant. 

TVuth  will  present  a  concert  at 
Calvary  Church;  Tupelo.  Mon..  Feb. 

17.  at  7  p.m.  Truth  travels  across  the 
U.S.  as  well  as  overseas.  I'hey  ai-e  in 
the  midst  of  their  second  million  miles 
of  travel  and  their  15th  annual  tour. 

Truth  has  appeared  on  network 
television  with  celebrities,  as  well  as 
before  U.S.  Presidents,  foreign  heads 
of  state  and  millions  of  people  across 
13  countries.  They  have  recorded  over 
30  albums. 

Crenshaw  Church.  Crenshaw  First  Church.  Sumner,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  for  GAs  Pictured,  the 
recently*  honored  its  pastor  and  his  Logan,  Heather  Robinson.  Heather  Pennington,  Charity  Rodgers,  Shan- 

wife,  TVent  and  Evelyn  Grubbs,  on  the'  Rodgers,  Salena  Jenkins,  and  Kathy  Sumner.  The  leaders  are  Bobbye  Rodgers 
10th  anniversary  of  their  service  to  Nancy  Pennington. 

the  church  and  the  community.  Dur-  Emmanuel  Church.  Jackson,  - 

ing  the  service,  the  congregation  ^ve  observed  Men’s  Day,  January  26. 

many  warm  testimonies  about  them,  Frank  Mixon,  pastor,  gave  the  in-  t  o5Si?pSoucre* 

according  to  Mrs.  Lloyd  McClellan,  ti^uction  to  the  program  of  the  day.  |\  •  srcEetcs  •  wallcmosscs 

Also,  included  was  a  reminiscence  by  TStimonies  were  given  by  Chuck  Pitt-  ! '  wihoows 

Duial  Corbitt,  a  long  time  pastor  man,  B.  B.  Holder,  John  Flynt,  and  j  •  •AensmrMiATins 
friend.  The  Grubbses  received  a  gift  Aaron  Bowles.  Special  music  was  ,  r  T" 

at  the  close  of  the  service.  presented  by  Henry  Allen,  Bobby  J 1 

T-i  111  Flynt,  and  Bobby  Jones,  with  an  all 

rernwood  exceeds  goal  men’s  choir.  The  offering  was  taken  up  ^^^™***^*™“"*— 

Fernwood  Church  (Pike)  has  ex-  Chris,  and  Brian  Flynt.  - - - - 


First  Church,  Verona,  recently  held  a  recognition  service  for  Acteens.  The  theme 
was  ‘Go  Ye”  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Libba  Young,  Shea  Carrier.  Cristy  Armstrong, 
and  Michelle  Dye.  The  crown  bearers  were  Rebecca  Wood,  Miranda  Wood,  Meggan 
Moore,  and  Michelle  Bailey. 


The  RA  Chapter  of  Flora  Church,  Flora,  has  been  named  in  honor  of  Jason  Carli¬ 
sle,  missionary  to  Uruguay.  During  a  recent  RA.  (3A,  and  Acteen  fellowship.  Carlisle 
brought  several  items  to  share  with  them.  GAs  and  Acteens  are  pictured,  starting 
with  bottom  row,  left  to  right,  Christy  Jackson,  Meagan  Burns,  Alicia  Ouattlebaum, 
Kimberly  Davis,  Stephanie  Edwards.  Erica  Davis,  Misty  Westbrook,  Melanie  Ouat¬ 
tlebaum,  Christy  Ouattlebaum,  Melissa  Davis.  Pauline  Vbughn,  Kathleen  Burns,  Ac¬ 
teens  leaders.  Phoebe  Vaughn,  Lee  Westbrook.  GA  leader.  Angie  Barker,  and  Carlisle. 

RAs  pictured  are  John  Kerr,  Christopher  Thompson,  Jonathan  Bates.  Tim  Barker. 
Roy  Case,  Cliff  Barker,  Chris  Laurie,  Chip  Phillips.  Sonny  vaughn,  Edward  Davis,' 
RA  leaders,  Gabriel  Vaughn,  and  Carlisle 
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FEBRUARY  24  -  25,  1986 

—  PREACHING  BY  — 

Sam  Cathey  Moody  Adam.s 

Clyde  Billingsly  Rick  Scarborough 

Anis  Shorrosh  Don  Ledbetter 

Ken  Harrison  Randy  i^kinson 

—  MUSIC  — 


GARY  MIDDLETON  WILL  COORDINATE 
CHOIR  AND  OTHER  MUSIC 


FEBRUARY  24 

Evening  Only 
6:45  P.M. 

FEBRUARY  25 

Morning  -  Afternoon  -  Night 
9:15  A  M.  1:45  PfM.\6;45  P.M 


First  Church,  RIptoy,  recently  held  a  banquet  for  the  Eddie  Justin  Mauney,  Burt  Miller,  Jacob  McAlister,  Jason  McAlister 

Graves  and  Van  Williams’  chapters  of  RAs.  Six  new  members  and  Larry  McAlister.  Second  row,  Kenny  James.  Brotherhood 

were  initiated  and  21  boys  received  special  recognition  with  director.  Mike  Britt.  John  Britt.  Brigg  James.  Lee  Bennett.  Chip 
three  receiving  extra  bars  arKf  stars.  Jack  Bennett  is  pastor.  Coombs,  Spencer  HoHey,  John  Britt,  RA  director.  Third  rm. 

Pictured,  front  row,  (left  to  right)  are  Jeff  Davis,  Dustin  Ricky  Hurt,  Matt  Goolsby,  Brad  Hurt,  Chris  Gay,  Craig  Heard, 

McAlister,  Hasten  Cross,  Robbie  Hoiditch,  Cody  Rutherford,  Keith  Aycock,  Josh  Miller,  Paul  Glissen  and  PhilNp  Heard. 


Olive  Baptist  Church 

Take  Exit  No.  5  off  l-K)  Eaxt  or  .We.M 
Vi  Mile  North  of  I-H)  at 
Davis  Highway  and  Olive  Rdad 


te^ectwas 


e^erience.  What  they 
IS  me  warm  welcomer 


P,:  - :  •'  •>'  •  H-;. 

•••"-.v.  .:•  "?f  ..Hs  -  '  •...•■ 

*  ■  ■  -  ^  '  '"  .  ' 

.rX"-  . 
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“They  were  a  couple  of 
Americans  who  came  to  Israel 
like  thousands  of  others  each 
year  to  see  the  Holy  Land.  ^ 

“But  what  they  found  is 
that  Israel  isn’t  only  the  land  of 
the  Bible— it’s  also  the  land  of 
Israelis. 

“And  we’re  very  warm,  out¬ 
going  people.  Nearly  everyone 
speaks  English.  It  isn’t  hard  to 
make  lifelong  friends  among  us. 

“These  Americans  couldn’t 
get  over  it.  Everywhere  they  went, 
they  made  friends.  When  they 
went  sightseeing  in  Nazareth  and 
Old  Jerusalem,  for  example. 

“And  later,  strolling  along  the 
Sea  of  Galilee,  where  they  met 
me,  I  was  working  on  my  fishing 
boat  at  the  time. 

“When  I  saw  them  oflF  at  the 
airport,  they  said  that  coming  to 
Israel  had  strengthened  them 
spiritually— and  much  of  it  was 
the  people  they  met. 

“VC^ch  is  a  little  miraculous, 
all  by  itseir 


Please  seiKi  me  information  about  visiting ' 
I  Israel,  for  □  my^lf  □  mv  church  group  I 
iDniycongr^ation.  Mailto:IsraerGo^m-  | 
I  ment  Iburist  Ofike,  420  Lincoln  Road,  | 

I  Miami,  FIA  33139.  ^  ^ 

1  *■'  '  ^  '  '  ! 


Uniform:  Be  a  peacemaker 

Life  and  Work:  Love  for  people 

Bible  Book:  Gratitude  and  encouragement 


ed  of  Paul  who  had  won  him  to  sav-  mortality  to  light  (IrlOb).  God  has 
1  _  ing  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  He  should  not  taken  away  the  darkness  which 

T  '  ashamed  of  the  gospel  causes  us  to  stumble  and  fall  into  sin 

V/iX  V/  vr  XXX  V/XXX  V^XX  X  •  •  •  because  by  faith  in  the  good  news  of  and  gives  us  light  to  walk  in  fellowship 

*  Jesus  Christ  Timothy  had  received  with  him.  In  1:11-12  Paul  uses  himself 

ed  and  defeated  in  the  face  of  opposi-  C.  The  gift  of  power,  love  and  a  the  blessing  of  eternal  life  and  the  asanillustrationofonewhowoulden- 

tion  (1:4).  One  of  the  most  pathetic  sound  mind  (1:7).  This  is  God’s  forgiveness  of  sins.  courage  Timothy  in  proclaiming  the 

scenes  in  the  word  of  God  is  found  in  answer  to  all  of  our  fears.  It  has  been  B.  The  gospel  calls  us  to  a  ministry  gospel.  The  term  “whom  I  have 

l:4.^ond,  Timothy  was  discourag-  noted  that  “fear  not”  is  found  365  (1:9b).  Four  passages  in  the  New  believed”  indicates  Christianity  is  a 

ed  because  he  was  shy  by  natura  We’d  times  in  the  Bible— one  for  every  day  Testament  tell  us  that  we  all  have  personal  relationship  to  Jesus  Christ, 

call  this  an  inferiority  complex  today  in  the  year!  been  given  spiritual  gifts  and  III.  We  are  encouraged  in  protecting 

(1:7).  Third,  Timothy  was  discourag-  therefore  have  a  ministry  to  perform  the  gospel  (1:13-18).  Some  background 

ed  because  he  was  physicaUy  sick  (cf.  II.  We  are  encouraged  in  proclaim-  spiritual  duUes  (cf.  Rom.  12:3;  I  Cor.  will  help  us  with  this  passage  Paul 

I  Tim  5:23).  In  light  of  these  cir-’  ing  the  gospel  (1:8-12).  Look  at  the  12:4-U;  Eph.  4:7;  1  Pet.  4:U).  was  soon  to  be  executed  (cf  4:6)  The 

cumstances  Timothy  is  encouraged  to  four  reasons  Pa^  gives  Timothy  and  c.  The  gospel  abolished  death  12  were  either  dead  or  scattered 

us  for  proclaiming  the  gospel.  (1:10a).  Jesusconquereddeathwhen  throughout  the  Roman  Empire.  The 

A.  The  gift  of  faith  (1:5).  The  gift  of  I*®  raised  from  the  dead.  Death  church  was  surrounded  by  evil  forces, 

ith  in  Timothy  is  illustrated  by  the  gosi»l  saves  us  (l:8-9a).  is  now  the  servant  of  God,  and  (Jod  Many  were  defecting  from  the  faith, 

infeigned  (i.&  without  hypocrisy)  prison  for  two  years  uses  death  a  means  of  ushering  Ibday  true  (Christianity  faces  the 

ith”  of  his  mother  and  grandmother.  released.  He  was  now  believers  into  his  eternal  presence  (cf.  growth  of  many  cults.  The  current 

ebrews  U  lists  m^y  Old  lestament  i^^ck  in  prison  and  would  shortly  be  2  Cor.  5:8r  Phil  1:21).  Death  is  now  a  theological  confusim,  and  the  attacks 
‘lievers  who  endured  life’s  nressures  Timothy  thought  kind  of  sacred  chariot  that  transpcHls  on  traditional  moral  values  make  it 

SrS  pressures  ^  imperaUve  that  believers  be  protec- 

He  thought  he  was  a  failure  Paul  thus  God  at  the  moment  of  death.  Jesus  tive  of  the  gospel.  We  have  no  option 

B.  TTie  gift  of  Inching.  (l:6).“Stir  remind  'Timothy  haw  the  gospel  had  Christ  has  not  only  conquered  death  in  this  for  in  1:13  we  are  commanded 

but  also  hell  and  the  grave  (cf.  I  Cor.  to  “hold  fast”  to  sound  doctrine. 
15:54-57).  Billy  McKay  is  pastor.  First, 

'Timothy  should  not  have  been  asham-  D.  The  gospel  brings  life  and  im-  Bclioni. 

tant  than  institutions.  the  man  with  the  withered  hand  in  be  forgotten.  He  had  become  only  a 

'The  Sabbath  was,  and  is,  one  of  the  Matthew  12:9-13.  prop  in  the  drama,  for  the  operation 

most  sacred  and  sensitive  institutions  Long  b^ore  the ‘‘power  groups”  had  itself  had  become  more  important 

that  she  did  not  want  to  bd  simply  in  Judaism.  In  Jesus’  day,  the  rabbis  coined  the  phrase,  “You  are  than  the  person  to  be  rescued, 

another  counselee  on  my'&Iendar,  had  drawn  up  literally  hundreds  of  S(Mnebody,”  Jesus  had  championed  its  'The  gospel  is  God’s  great  rescue 

another  case  history  in  my  file.  She  rules  which  governed  the  conduct  of  truth.  In  God’s  sight,  you  are  operation.  The  priority  of  that  opera¬ 
tes  counseling  a  wanted  me  to  see  her  as  a  person  of  the  people  on  that  day,  so  much  so  that  somebody!  'The  implications  of  this  tion  is  people  and  we  must  never  allow 

sed  the  sessions  worth  and  value.  what  God  had  intended  as  a  blessing  principle  in  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  our  plans  or  our  structures  to  become 

-  frustrations  at  'This  is  the  heart  cry  of  our  day,  for  had  become  a  burden.  church  are  both  sobering  and  so  elaborate  and  complex  that  we  lose 

y,  as  she  rehash-  individuals  want  to  be  treated  as  per-  At  this  point  in  Jesus’  ministry,  the  cocciting.  sight  of  our  major  concern— pec^le. 

isaf^intments  sons  and  not  “personages,”  as  human  religious  leaders  were  constantly  dog-  ^DLjitedL-Jwain’s  famous  work,  B<His  Pasternak,  the  great  Russian 
s  handing  her,  I  bein^  and  not  "thin^.”  What  an  op-  ging  his  heels  trying  to  discredit  him.  Finn,  Huck  and  his  writer,  has  one  of  his  characters  say, 

here  just  trying  portunity  to  share  the  revolutionary.  When  they  saw  his  disciples  picking  friend  'Ibm  Sawyer  hatch  a  plan  to  “In  the  Kingdom  of  God  there  are  on- 

my  college  and  redemptive  word  of  CSirist,  a  word  heads  of  grain  and  eating  them  <mi  the  liberate  CMd  Jim,  a  runaway  slave  im-  ly  persons.”  That’s  what  Jesus  was 

psychology  had  that  declares  emphatically  that  in  Sabbath,  they  pounced  on  this  c^por-  prisoned  by  'Ibm’s  uncle  in  a  cabin,  saying  and  showing. 

KHit  responding  God’s  sight,  nothing— nothing-is  tunity  to  accuse  Christ  of  violating  'Tom’s  imagination  runs  riot  as  he  In  conclusion,  this  word  of  clarifica- 

iations  such  as  more  sacred  or  valuable  than  human  Sabbath  law.  His  regal  response  to  makes  a  long  list  of  all  the  equipment  ti<Mi  and  caution.  By  emphasizing  the 

personality.  In  Matthew  12 : 1-21,  Jesus  their  accusations  is  recorded  in  Marie  they  will  need  for  such  an  elaborate  centrality  of  people,  it  does  not  mean 

woman  jumped  underscores  this  truth,  a  truth  which  2:27  where  he  says,  “The  Sabbath  was  opoation.  He  begins  to  compare  their  there  are  no  principles  for  conduct  or 

5t  on  my  desk,  was  the  major  theme  of  his  life  and  made  for  man,  not  man  for  the  Sab-  planned  rescue  with  some  of  the  great  lifestyle,  for  there  are.  But  the  revolu- 

re  adjective  and  ministry,  when  he  shows  through  word  bath.”  It’s  a  revolutionary  decree,  for  escapes  (rf  history  and  speculates  that  tionary  truth  of  the  gospel  that  Christ 

*nt  you  to  be  my  and  deed  that  people  are  his  priority  he  is  saying  that  people  are  more  im-  it  might  take  months,  years,  perhaps  teaches  in  this  passage  is  that  prin- 

ant  you  to  be  my  concern.  How  did  he  convey  this  prfti-  piHtant  than  any  day,  any  institution  a  lifetime,  to  carry  it  out.  ciples  must  exist  for  the  sake  of  peo- 

it  you  to  be  my  ciple  and  what  does  it  say  to  us?  He  or  any  man-made  laws.  'This  same  Meanwhile,  Old  Jim,  chained  in  the  pie  and  not  as  an  end  unto  themselves, 
ms  saying  was  taught  that  people  are  more  impor-  truth  is  underscored  when  he  heals  cabin  without  food  or  water  seems  to  Peter  McLeod  is  pastor.  First, 

a  peacemaker 

By  Gus  Merritt 


By  Billy  McKay 

Background  passage;  2  Tim.  1:1-18 
Focal  Passage:  2  'Timothy  1:3-16 
Introduction.  How  can  we  live  for 
Christ  in  a  difficult  world?  'This  is 
wmk  the  book  of  2  'Timothy  is  all 
about.  It  is  a  kind  of  a  manual  or 
handbook  which  Paul  wrote  to 
'Timothy  who  was  a  gifted  young 
minister.  It  tells  how  believers  can 

“endure  hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of  perpetuate  his  spiritual  gifts. 

Jesus  Christ”  (cf.  2:3).  Even  though 
this  letter  is  addressed  to  a  minister, 

Timothy,  it  has  direct  application  to 
all  believers.  Remember  Jesus  said  in 
John  17 : 18  “As  thou  hast  sent  me  into 
the  world,  even  so  I  also  sent  them  in-., 
to  the  world.” 

Consider  these  three  lines  of  en¬ 
couragement  in  this  chapter:  I.  We 
are  encouraged  in  perpetuating  our  up”  means  “to  rekindle  the  fire.”  God  brought  him  salvation  and  therefore 
spiritual  gifts  (1:3-7).  When  Timothy  will  bless  everytieliever  who  fervently  was  a  success.  Because  of  this 
received  this  letter  he  was  discourag-  develops  his  spiritual  gifts. 


Hattiesburg, 


passages  in  Matthew  5,  Jesus  takes  up  right  relationship  to  others  in  the 
four  exi^mples  of  how  he  is  superior  family  of  (Jod.  Worship  will  be  mean- 
to  the  law.  In  the  overall  passage,  ingless  until  reconciliation  is  secured. 
Jesus  deals  with  six  examples  in  all.  'The  worshipper  is  to  take  the  initiative  ^ 
In  each  of  the  four  examples  dealt  in  securing  reconciliation.  After  all, 
with  here  is  an  ingredient  of  the  true  God  took  the  initiative  in  securing  our  F 
peacemaker.  reconciliation  to  himself  Ity  sending  I 

Matthew  5:21-26,  deals  with  our  at-  *1’®  I 

titude  toward  others  in  the  family  of  .  example,  Matthew  5:38-42, 

God.  The  law  dealt  with  murder  or  the  rengMnce.  How  natural  to  ^ 

extreme  culminaUon  of  a  bad  atUtude  If"*  revenge  for  a  wrong  done! 
toward  others.  Jesus  is  more  concern-  /^u^lly  ^kes  the  form  of 

ed  for  the  attitudes  and  actions  being  f"  ***®  doer  to  suffer  more 
dealt  with  before  the  extreme  act  of  rj?"  **'®.  wrong^.  Vengeance 
murder  takes  place  He  censured  the  ,  (J^  (Heb.  10:30).  God 

use  of  dehumanizing  terms  spoken  in  ^f.i****^^  n^teously.  (Jod  knows  J 

anger.  The  word  “raca”  means  “emp-  fct  and  the  motive  and  his  t 

ty  headed”  and  refers  more  to  the  in-  f*8ment  is  tein^^  with  mercy.  ^ 

tellect  while  the  word  “fool”  aw)lies  S"  f?**  *  should  be  wiUing  to  go 
to  the  whole  character  and  could  ^  “““J  in  order  to  bring 

mean  “you  scoundrel.”  f  peace  wim  others.  'There  are  , 

limits  as  to  how  far  we  should  go,  but 
These  attitudes  short  of  murder  can  the  example  of  Jesus  is  best  to  follow 
is  involved  than  this.  with  himself  and  can  more  effecUve-  place  one  in  danger  of  “the  Gehenna  When  Jesus  was  reviled  he  did  not 

The  word  “peace”  cinnes  from  the  ly  be  at  peace  with  others.  One  who  at  fire”  (Mt.  5:22).  (Jehenna  is  the  retaliate  in  kind  (I  Peter  2  23)  C 

word  in  the  Greek  text  which  means  radiates  this  character  of  peace  will  place  of  eternal  punishment  and  The  last  exami^  Matthew  S'43XI  F 

“to  bind  together  that  which  is  be  heard  by  others  who  need  to  be  at  translated  “hell”  in  the  King  James  deals  with  our  attitude  toward  our  i 

separated,”  to  make  one” 'This  word  peace  ^fe^sion. 'Ihis  attitude  indicated  a  total  enemies.  It  is  easy  to  love  those  who  1 

is  where  the  feminine  name  “Irene”'  In  order  to  be  an  effective  insensitivity  to  others  and  a  lack  of  Ioveanddofbris,but  JesiBtaiMhtus  I 

comes  from.  'The  very  word  itself  peacemaker,  you  must  live  the  spirit  any  God-like  character.  Even  when  we  are  to  love  our  enemies  'Those  who  L 
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